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INTRODUCTION
REPARATIONS ARE BIBLICAL

The case for  rest i tut ion and restorat ion i s  la id

out  across  the Old Testament and New

Testament .  The purpose of  th is  40-day Bible

Study i s  to  educate  our  communit ies  on the

topic  of  reparat ions  us ing the scr iptures  and

prov ide resources  to  take action  on the

considerat ion of  reparat ions  for  Black Americans ,

including support ing  the passage of  H .R .  40

Commiss ion to  Study and Develop Reparat ion

Proposals  for  Afr ican Americans  Act  at  the

federal  level .  

Each congregat ion ,  and each person within i t ,

wi l l  have a  di f ferent  point  of  entry  when

approaching the i ssue of  reparat ions .  This  tool

can be used any t ime throughout  the year  -  we

recommend sett ing as ide at  least  an hour  for

each of  the s ix  weekly  sess ions .  When poss ible ,

creat ing a  study group with t rusted f r iends ,

fami ly ,  and fe l low congregants  i s  encouraged.  



COMMUNITY
TOUCHSTONES

Adapted f rom the Harvard Div in i ty  School  Divers i ty ,  Inc lus ion & Belonging Care Team  

BE PRESENT AS FULLY AS POSSIBLE,  TAKE CARE
AS NEEDED 

Be as  engaged as  your  capacity  a l lows .  Be here with your  doubts ,

fears  and fa i l ings  as  wel l  as  your  convict ions ,  joys  and successes ,

your  l i s tening as  wel l  as  your  speaking .  I f  you need to  take space

for  yoursel f  or  seek out  support ,  p lease do so .  

When we commit  to  our

community  touchstones ,

they help us  develop a

brave space for  d i f f icul t

conversat ions  by  foster ing

an envi ronment of

openness ,  inc lus ion ,  and -

over  t ime -  t rust .  

We recommend you    

 rev iew these community

touchstones  pr ior  to  each

meet ing .

Feel  free to add to
the l ist  as  needed!

https://hds.harvard.edu/faq/what-are-our-community-agreementstouchstones-dib-care-team


WE CANNOT KNOW FOR CERTAIN,  UNTIL  WE ARE
TOLD.  

We cannot  know how someone se l f - ident i t ies  or  what  that

ident i ty  means to  them without  them tel l ing us .  Res ist

assumptions ,  engage in  inclus ive  language ,  and be open to

poss ib i l i t ies .  

OPEN WHAT YOU CAN CLOSE,  EXTEND GRACE.  

Be mindful  of  what  you feel  ready to  share .  Not ice i f  something

feels  too raw or  b ig  to  share r ight  now.  Honor  your  boundar ies

and hold yoursel f  gent ly .  A l low for  grace for  yoursel f  and others  as

there may be t imes we unintent ional ly  open something too

di f f icul t  to  c lose .  

SPEAK YOUR TRUTH IN WAYS THAT RESPECT
OTHER PEOPLE’S  TRUTH.  

When speaking your  t ruths ,  do your  best  to  ref ra in  f rom direct ive

language and over  general izat ions .  Be mindful  of  us ing “ I ”

s tatements .  

PRACTICE DECOLONIZED TIME;  MOVE AT THE
SPEED OF TRUST.

While  we may have an agenda for  our  t ime together ,  we approach

our  t ime organical ly ,  f lex ible  to  our  indiv idual  and col lect ive

needs .  We res ist  l imited not ions  of  t ime,  product iv i ty ,  and work ,

center ing and pr ior i t iz ing t rust ,  re lat ionships ,  and community .  

WHAT IS  OFFERED IN THE CIRCLE IS  BY
INVITATION,  NOT DEMAND.

This  one is  incredibly  important .  We ask you to  of fer  only  what

you want  into th is  space .  Al though we may present  guiding

quest ions ,  p lease do not  feel  obl igated to  share unless  you t ru ly

wish to .  



IT ’S  NOT ABOUT CORRECTION,  BUT
TRANSFORMATION.  

We can be unpol ished and use the language we have in  the

process  of  learning and growth,  but  we wi l l  a lso  work col lect ive ly

to  examine and t ransform our  language when a  word or  language

causes  harm.  Be open to  hear ing f rom others  i f  your  language

causes  harm.  Be open to  shar ing when someone’s  language

causes  you harm.  We commit  to  address ing harm with intent ion ,

through grace ,  rooted in  love and compass ion ,  and how this  looks

wi l l  vary  depending on the c i rcumstances .  We wi l l  do th is  with

care as  we are  a l l  here  to  learn .

LEARN TO RESPOND TO OTHERS WITH HONEST,
OPEN QUESTIONS.  

Intent ional ly  engage in  l i s tening .  instead of  counsel ,  correct ions ,

etc .  With such quest ions ,  we help “hear  each other  into deeper

speech. ”  Ful ly  be present  and t ry  to  ask  thoughtful  quest ions  to

move the conversat ion in  a  forward di rect ion .  

TAKE SPACE,  MAKE SPACE.  

I f  you tend to  be more s i lent  in  group sett ings ,  we encourage you

to “ take space”  and share your  thoughts  and exper iences ;

Conversely ,  i f  you tend to  be very  ta lkat ive  in  group sett ings ,  we

encourage you to  contr ibute and to  a lso  be mindful  of  paus ing to

“make space”  for  other  vo ices .  

BE MINDFUL OF THE IMPULSE TO FIX ,  SAVE,
ADVISE,  OR CORRECT EACH OTHER.  

This  can be one of  the hardest  guidel ines  for  those of  us  in  the

“helping profess ions”  and/or  committed to  address ing i ssues  of

just ice .  I f  you feel  th is  impulse  whi le  someone is  speaking ,  t ry  to

l i s ten deeply  and make space for  the person ’s  inner  teacher .  We

are here to  bui ld  together ,  learn and ref lect .  



TRUST AND LEARN FROM THE SILENCE.  

Si lence i s  a  g i f t  in  our  noisy  wor ld ,  and a  way of  knowing in  i tse l f .

T reat  s i lence as  a  member  of  the group.  After  someone has

spoken,  take t ime to  ref lect  without  immediately  f i l l ing the space

with words .  

STORIES STAY,  LESSONS GO.  

While  the essence of  what  i s  sa id can go with us ,  people ’s

exper iences  and what  they share in  a  c i rc le  of  t rust  wi l l  never  be

repeated to  other  people .  

Know that i t ’s  possible  to  leave the c i rc le  with

whatever  i t  was  that  you needed when you

arr ived ,  and that  the seeds planted here can

keep growing in  the days  ahead.

WHEN THE GOING GETS ROUGH,  TURN TO
WONDER.  

When we take part  in  conversat ions  l ike  these ,  i t  i s  not  a lways  a

natural  or  easy  th ing .  I f  you feel  judgmental ,  or  defens ive ,  ask

yoursel f ,  “ I  wonder  what  brought  her  to  th is  bel ie f? ”  “ I  wonder

what  they ’ re  feel ing r ight  now?”  “ I  wonder  what  my react ion

teaches me about  mysel f ? ”  Set  as ide judgment to  l i s ten to  others

—and to  yoursel f—more deeply .  

ATTEND TO YOUR OWN INNER TEACHER.  

We learn f rom others ,  o f  course .  But  as  we explore  poems,  s tor ies ,

quest ions ,  and s i lence in  a  c i rc le  of  t rust ,  we have a  specia l

opportunity  to  learn f rom within .  Pay  c lose attent ion to  your  own

react ions  and responses ,  to  your  most  important  teacher .  



In  the Gospel  of  Luke ,  the beloved phys ic ian ,  we come to 

 understand the mercy  and compass ion of  Jesus  as  he reaches  out

to welcome "marginal "  members  of  society  into the Kin-dom of

God and per forms miracles  l ike  heal ing the s ick  and ra is ing the

dead.  The Jesus  of  Luke i s  an enormously  powerful  f igure that  was

deeply  concerned with themes of  poverty ,  oppress ion ,  and the

real  condit ions  of  people 's  l i ves .  Jesus  had a  v is ion for  socia l

just ice  that  reordered socia l  s t ructures ,  turning the wor ld ups ide

down,  as  he demanded the responsible  use of  wealth .   

The commandment to  " love our  neighbors  as  ourselves "  i s  c lear  in

the law,  without  qual i f icat ions .  Yet ,  the lawyer  in  the parable  of

the Good Samar i tan quest ions  Jesus  about  who deserves

neighbor ly  love in  an attempt to  just i fy  being un-neighbor ly .  In

the passage ,  Jesus  shi f ts  the focus  of  the word "neighbor"  f rom

the rec ipient  of  lov ing care  to  the person who does  the lov ing .

What  does  th is  mean for  us  today in  the work of  reparat ions?  

WEEK 1
TOPIC OF STUDY

"And who is  my neighbor? "  

SUGGESTED PREWORK

The Case of  Reparat ions  by  Ta-Nehis i  Coates

Reparat ions  Are a  Peace Treaty  by  Dave Ragland

The Midpoint  Between Truth and Reconci l iat ion

Is  Reparat ions  by  Dave Ragland

Reparatory Just ice 101  ( 1 )  webinar  by  NCC

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
https://www.theatlantic.com/author/ta-nehisi-coates/
https://www.yesmagazine.org/opinion/2019/08/08/slavery-reparations-peace-part1
https://medium.com/@dr538/the-midpoint-between-truth-and-reconciliation-is-reparations-c0f82261af1f
https://nationalcouncilofchurches.us/reparatory-justice-series/


BIBLE PASSAGE

The Parable  of  the Good Samar i tan 

Luke 10 :25-37  (NRSV)

25 Just  then a  lawyer  stood up to  test  Jesus .  “Teacher , ”  he sa id ,

“what  must  I  do to  inher i t  eternal  l i fe? ”  26 He sa id to  h im,  “What  i s

wr i t ten in  the law? What  do you read there? ”  27He answered,  “You

shal l  love the Lord your  God with a l l  your  heart ,  and with a l l  your

soul ,  and with a l l  your  st rength ,  and with a l l  your  mind;  and your

neighbor  as  yoursel f . ”  28  And he sa id to  h im,  “You have g iven the

r ight  answer ;  do th is ,  and you wi l l  l i ve . ”

29 But  want ing to  just i fy  h imsel f ,  he asked Jesus ,  “And who is  my

neighbor? ”  30 Jesus  repl ied ,  “A  man was going down f rom

Jerusalem to Jer icho ,  and fe l l  into  the hands of  robbers ,  who

str ipped him,  beat  h im,  and went  away ,  leav ing him hal f  dead.  31

Now by chance a  pr iest  was  going down that  road;  and when he

saw him,  he passed by on the other  s ide .  32  So l ikewise a  Lev i te ,

when he came to the place and saw him,  passed by on the other

s ide .  33  But  a  Samar i tan whi le  t ravel ing came near  h im;  and when

he saw him,  he was moved with pi ty .  34  He went  to  h im and

bandaged his  wounds ,  hav ing poured o i l  and wine on them.  Then

he put  h im on his  own animal ,  brought  h im to an inn ,  and took

care of  h im.  35  The next  day he took out  two denar i i ,  gave them

to the innkeeper ,  and sa id ,  ‘Take care  of  h im;  and when I  come

back ,  I  wi l l  repay you whatever  more you spend. ’  36Which of  these

three ,  do you think ,  was  a  neighbor  to  the man who fe l l  into  the

hands of  the robbers? ”  37  He sa id ,  “The one who showed him

mercy . ”  Jesus  sa id to  h im,  “Go and do l ikewise . ”

GUIDING QUESTION

What does  i t  mean to  be neighbor ly?  To carry  on

the miss ion of  Jesus  in  th is  generat ion ,  and the

next  generat ion ,  and the next?



The parable  of  the Good Samar i tan chal lenges  us  to  go beyond

mere words  or  good intent ions ,  and to  act ive ly  demonstrate  our

love and concern for  a l l  o f  our  neighbors  -  especia l ly  those who

have been oppressed and unjust ly  harmed,  On his  way to

Jer icho ,  the man in  the story  was  robbed of  h is  wealth ,  h is

health ,  and le f t  behind by re l ig ious  leaders  who -  according to

the Lord 's  commandment to  " love your  neighbor  as  yoursel f "  -

should have taken responsibi l i ty  to  support  the man in  need.

Instead,  restorat ion comes f rom an unl ikely  source :  a  Samar i tan ,

a  member  of  an enemy ethnorel ig ious  group.  In  the face of

theft ,  the Samar i tan saw the harm that  had been done and

spared no expense in  tak ing steps  to  repai r  the damage and

rehabi l i tate  h is  wounded and plundered neighbor  to  h is

or ig inal  good condit ion .  Though not  culpable  for  the man's

pl ight ,  the Samar i tan used his  resources  -  without  qual i f icat ion ,

l imit ,  or  condit ion -  to  fu l f i l l  h is  miss ional  ca l l ing to  radical ,

restorat ive  neighbor ly  love .  

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? 

During his  minist ry ,  Jesus  saw every  person and

every  person mattered to  h im,  and they should

matter  to  us  as  wel l .



ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE

What are  " reparat ions"?  

The Nat ional  Coal i t ion of  Blacks

for  Reparat ions  in  Amer ica

(N’COBRA)  def ines  reparat ions  as :  

"Reparat ions  is  a  process  of
repair ing ,  heal ing and restor ing
a people  in jured because of  their
group ident i ty  and in  v io lat ion of
their  fundamental  human r ights
by governments ,  corporat ions ,
inst i tut ions  and fami l ies .   
Those groups that  have been in jured have the r ight  to  obtain
from the government ,  corporat ion ,  inst i tut ion or  fami ly
responsible  for  the in jur ies  that  which they need to  repair  and
heal  themselves .  In  addit ion to  being a demand for  just ice ,  i t  i s  a
pr incip le  of  internat ional  human r ights  law.  As  a  remedy,  i t  i s
s imi lar  to  the remedy for  damages in  domest ic  law that  holds  a
person responsible  for  in jur ies  suf fered by  another  when the
inf l ict ion of  the in jury  v io lates  domest ic  law.  Examples  of  groups
that  have obtained reparat ions  inc lude Jewish v ict ims of  the
Nazi  Holocaust ,  Japanese Americans interned in  concentrat ion
camps in  the United States  dur ing WWII ,  A laska Nat ives  for  land,
labor ,  and resources  taken,  v ict ims of  the massacre  in  Rosewood,
F lor ida and their  descendants ,  Nat ive  Americans as  a  remedy for
v io lat ions  of  t reaty  r ights ,  and pol i t ical  d issenters  in  Argent ina
and their  descendants . "

Reparat ions  may take many poss ible  forms to  address  the many

forms of  in jury  caused by chatte l  s lavery  and i ts  cont inuing

vest iges ,  which we wi l l  explore  at  greater  depth next  week ,  with

opt ions  ranging f rom cash payments  to  economic development to

pol icy  changes that  improve the l ives  of  Black people  of  Af r ican

descent  in  the years  to  come.  

https://www.officialncobraonline.org/home-page


Acknowledgement  o f  harm,  including of f ic ia l  apologies ,  publ ic

educat ion ,  and memoria ls  

Compensation  for  in jury  and harm,  which should be prov ided

for  any economical ly  assessable  damage,  loss  of  earnings ,  loss

of  property ,  loss  of  economic opportunit ies ,  moral  damages

Restitut ion ,  which should restore  the v ict im to thei r  or ig inal

s i tuat ion before  the v io lat ion occurred ,  e .g .  restorat ion of

l iberty ,  re instatement of  employment ,  return of  property ,  return

to one 's  p lace of  res idence 

Rehabi l i tat ion ,  which should include medical  and

psychological  care ,  legal ,  and socia l  serv ices  

Cessation and Non-Repetit ion ,  inc luding reforming or

e l iminat ing laws and c iv i l  and pol i t ica l  s t ructures  that  led to  or

fueled the harm,  including those that  cont inue to  do so 

The human r ights  v io lat ions  against  Black people  in  the United

States  -  inc luding chatte l  s lavery ,  l ynchings ,  J im Crow laws ,  and

Black Codes -  and the ongoing impacts  of  ant i -Black rac ism

require  remedy and reparat ion under  internat ional  human r ights

law.  The United Nat ions  out l ines  f ive  condit ions  that  must  be met

for  fu l l  reparat ions :  

Read:  The U .N .  R ights  Chief  Says  Reparat ions  Are  Needed For

People  Facing Racism art ic le  on NPR for  more informat ion .

The Bible  i s  c lear .  The law is  c lear .  Reparat ions

are  owed,  and long overdue .  

The form and manner  must  be determined by Black people  in  the

United States .  Reparat ion ef forts  can take place at  the local  level  -

in  our  communit ies  and congregat ions .  Federal  reparat ions  must

also  be cons idered.  S ince i t  was  f i r s t  introduced in  1989 ,  H .R .  40

Commiss ion to  Study and Develop Reparat ion Proposals  for

Afr ican-Americans  Act  has  sought  to  create a  federal  commiss ion

to examine the history  of  s lavery  and discr iminat ion f rom 1619 to

the present  in  order  to  recommend appropr iate  remedies .  We wi l l

explore  many di f ferent  forms of  reparat ions ,  as  wel l  as  ways  to  get

involved in  the movement ,  in  the upcoming weeks .  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/basic-principles-and-guidelines-right-remedy-and-reparation
https://www.npr.org/2021/06/28/1010870697/the-u-n-rights-chief-says-reparations-are-needed-for-people-facing-racism


LIFE APPLICATION

What are  some ways  we can think about  the

topic  of  reparat ions  in  l ight  of  the not ion of

being neighbor ly?  

FURTHER STUDY

Reparat ions :  A  Chr ist ian Cal l  for  Repentance

and Repair  by  Duke L .  Kwon and Gregory

Thompson 

How do you think th is  parable  of  the good

Samari tan i l lust rates  the concept  of

reparat ions?

How do the act ions  (or ,  rather ,  the

inact ions)  of  the pr iest  and the Lev i te  who

passed by the wounded man ref lect  our

att i tude of  compl ic i ty  and complacency

in systemic rac ism?

What  i s  the connect ion between cal l  for

reparat ions  and the commandment to

" love our  neighbor  as  ourselves " ,  as  taught

in  the parable  of  the good Samar i tan?

How can we use the parable  of  the good

Samari tan to  spark  conversat ions  about

reparat ions  with those who may not  yet

understand the need for  them?

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

O God,  you have bound us  together  in  a  common
l i fe .  Help us ,  in  the midst  of  our  struggles  for
just ice  and truth ,  to  confront  one another  without
hatred or  bitterness ,  and to  work together  with
mutual  forbearance and respect ;  through Jesus
Christ  our  Lord .  Amen.  (Book of  Common Prayer)

http://www.bakerpublishinggroup.com/books/reparations/402210


The pr inciple  of  rest i tut ion i s  as  o ld as  the Book of  Exodus ,  where

the Laws of  Rest i tut ion reads ,  "When someone steals  an ox  or  a

sheep and s laughters  i t  or  se l l s  i t ,  the th ief  shal l  pay  f ive  oxen for

an ox  and four  sheep for  a  sheep.  The thief  shal l  make ful l
rest itut ion . . . "  In  s imple terms ,  rest i tut ion i s  the act  of  returning

(or  restor ing)  to  a  person some thing or  r ight  of  which they have

been unjust ly  depr ived .  

As  Jesus  approaches Jerusalem in  the Gospel  of  Luke ,  we meet

Zacchaeus ,  the tax  col lector  –  a  th ief  in  pla in  s ight .  His  s tory

i l lust rates  how cr i t ica l  i t  i s  we take responsibi l i ty  for  the hurt  we

have caused,  which includes  knowing the hard t ruths  of  our

history  and what  our  l iabi l i t ies  might  be .  Zacchaeus '  example

cal ls  us  to  own the ethic  of  rest i tut ion in  our  l i ves .  

WEEK 2
TOPIC OF STUDY

Owning the Ethic  of  Rest i tut ion

SUGGESTED PREWORK

The History  of  Reparat ions  by  PBS Or ig ins

In  Truth and Reconci l iat ion ,  F i rs t  Things  F i rst—

The Truth by Dave Ragland

‘S lave Bible ’  Removed Passages  To Inst i l l

Obedience And Uphold S lavery  by  NBC News

Intro to Reparatory Just ice:  Racial  Wealth
Gap Simulation  webinar  by  NCC

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98u7NNBWsMU
https://www.yesmagazine.org/social-justice/2017/08/16/in-truth-and-reconciliation-first-things-first-the-truth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvKUOuYn1-c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqEdLStmOe4


BIBLE PASSAGE

Jesus  and Zacchaeus

Luke 19 : 1 - 10 (NRSV)

1  He entered Jer icho and was pass ing through i t .  2  A man was

there named Zacchaeus ;  he was a  chief  tax  col lector  and was r ich .

3  He was t ry ing to  see who Jesus  was ,  but  on account  of  the

crowd he could not ,  because he was short  in  stature .  4  So he ran

ahead and c l imbed a  sycamore t ree to  see him,  because he was

going to  pass  that  way .  5  When Jesus  came to the place ,  he

looked up and sa id to  h im,  "Zacchaeus ,  hurry  and come down,  for

I  must  stay  at  your  house today . "

6  So he hurr ied down and was

happy to  welcome him.   
7  Al l  who saw i t  began to

grumble and sa id ,  “He has

gone to  be the guest  of  one

who is  a  s inner . ”  8  Zacchaeus

stood there and sa id to  the

Lord ,  “Look ,  hal f  o f  my

possess ions ,  Lord ,  I  wi l l  g ive

to the poor ,  and i f  I  have

defrauded anyone of

anything ,  I  wi l l  pay  back four

t imes as  much. ”  9  Then Jesus

sa id to  h im,  “Today sa lvat ion

has  come to th is  house ,

because he ,  too ,  i s  a  son of

Abraham.  10 For  the Son of

Man came to seek out  and to

save the lost . ”

GUIDING QUESTION

What i s  the scr iptura l  and theological  her i tage

regarding the ethics  of  theft  and rest i tut ion?

Source :  Sermons4Kids

https://sermons4kids.com/zacchaeus_jesus_colorpg.htm


As the chief  tax  col lector  of  Jer icho ,  Zacchaeus was the best  in

the game.  So t rusted by the Roman state ,  he had advanced in

prominence and stature  to  oversee other  rank-and-f i le

col lectors  in  Judea .  Zacchaeus plundered his  neighbors ,

enr iching himsel f ,  by  explo i t ing the tax  col lect ion system

through deceit  -  col lect ing a  "surcharge"  to  turn a  prof i t  -  at  the

expense of  poor  Jews in  h is  d ist r ict .  Whi le  laws ex isted to

prevent  corrupt ion ,  they  were unevenly  enforced.  I t  was  often

only  tax  col lectors  themselves  that  knew the re levant  statues

and careful ly  control led the knowledge to  avoid persecut ion .

Zacchaeus was cons idered to  be a  s inner  and a  th ief .  

When Zacchaeus c l imbs the t ree ,  the last  th ing he expects  i s  for

Jesus  to  stop and address  h im personal ly .  The crowd is

surpr ised ,  too ,  grumbl ing and discontent  because Jesus  -  in  h is    

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? 

Zacchaeus '  response :  a  moral  foundat ion in  the

Hebrew Scr iptures  and his  radical  t ransformat ion

through meet ing Jesus  

extravagant  love and k indness  -

inv i tes  h imsel f  over  to

Zacchaeus '  house ,  turning the

socia l  order  ups ide-down with

such an int imate and generous

request .  In  an instant ,

Zacchaeus i s  dramatical ly  and

fundamental ly  changed.   

Zacchaeus '  response i s  an act  of  obedience to  the Hebrew

Scr iptures .  He real izes  h is  gui l t  (Lev .  6 :4 ) ,  confesses  h is  s in  (Num.

5 :8) ,  then he " returns"  what  was taken to  "make fu l l  rest i tut ion"  to

the in jured party ,  even at  the painful  cost  to  h is  own l ive l ihood

(Exod.  22 :3 ) .  Zacchaeus '  repentance leads h im to correct  the

wrong as  fu l ly  as  poss ible  -  Jesus  responds by  celebrat ing his

confess ion and procla iming Zacchaeus '  sa lvat ion .  
Adapted f rom Reparat ions :  A  Chr ist ian Cal l  for  Repentance and Repair  

http://www.bakerpublishinggroup.com/books/reparations/402210


The 1619  Project  docuser ies  on Hulu

How Redl in ing Shaped Black America As  We Know I t  v ideo

13th documentary  on Netf l ix  

Health Dispar i t ies  in  the Black Community :  Past  &  Present  by

PBS Or ig ins

Caste :  The Or ig ins  of  Our  Discontents  by  I sabel  Wi lkerson 

The New J im Crow:  Mass  Incarcerat ion in  the Age of

Colorbl indness  by  Michel le  Alexander

The Color  of  Law:  A Forgotten History  of  How Our  Government

Segregated America by  Richard Rothste in

Stamped From The Beginning :  The Def in i t ive  History  of  Racist

Ideas  in  Amer ica by  Ibram X .  Kendi

Generat ions  of  Af r ican Americans  have suf fered great ly  as  a  result

of  rac ia l  oppress ion in  the United States ,  which began with the

inst i tut ion of  chatte l  s lavery .  For  over  400 years ,  s ince before  the

founding of  the United States  of  Amer ica ,  Af r ican Americans  have

contr ibuted s igni f icant ly  to  the nat ion 's  h istory  and economy.

However ,  Af r ican Americans  have been largely  excluded f rom the

typical  Amer ican exper ience .  

As  an introduct ion to  the discuss ion of  the rac ia l  wealth gap,

please watch The Racia l  Wealth Gap Expla ined v ideo ( 16  minutes) .  

Whi le  we are  only  able  to  prov ide a  br ie f  h istor ica l  background

here for  the purpose of  grounding us  in  the conversat ion about

reparat ions ,  p lease cons ider  tak ing a  look at  some (or  a l l )  o f  the

fol lowing resources  to  learn more about  the endur ing legacy of

s lavery  and i ts  ongoing harm.

"The Original  Sin '  of  Slavery
On August  20 ,  1619 ,  over  400 years  ago ,  the f i r s t  ens laved Afr icans

(Angolans)  were k idnapped by the Portuguese and arr ived on the

shore of  Jamestown,  VA.  The ship disembarked at  Point  Comfort ,  

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE

A Histor ica l  Case for  Rest i tut ion :  

The Racia l  Wealth Gap

https://www.hulu.com/series/the-1619-project-7ba3407a-299c-4a10-8310-bbcdd6ab4653
https://press.hulu.com/shows/the-1619-project/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2o-yD0wGxAc
https://www.netflix.com/title/80091741
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zK2yzvi5rs
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/653196/caste-by-isabel-wilkerson/
https://newjimcrow.com/
https://wwnorton.com/books/the-color-of-law/
https://www.ibramxkendi.com/stamped
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mqrhn8khGLM
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/first-african-slave-ship-arrives-jamestown-colony


known today as  Fort  Monroe .  The or ig inal  sh ip ,  the San Juan

Baut ista ,  le f t  Af r ica  with 350 ens laved people  on board .  150 died

in route and the ship was attacked by two pr ivateer  ships ,  the

White  L ion ,  and the Treasurer .  The White  L ion made i t  to  the

United States  and t raded the ens laved for  food.  Even though the

Transat lant ic  S lave Trade was happening in  some form s ince the

ear ly  1500s-mid-1800s ,  1619  i s  o f ten the of f ic ia l  documented start

of  ens laved Afr icans  being brought  over  exclus ive ly  for  the

purpose of  f ree labor .  

In  a l l ,  near ly  13  mi l l ion Afr ican people  were k idnapped and

traf f icked across  the At lant ic  Ocean,  forming the engine of  the

Southern colonies '  agr icultura l  economy through thei r  labor  in

cash crops l ike  tobacco ,  cotton ,  and sugar  cane .  In  1808,  when

Congress  out lawed the Transat lant ic  S lave Trade through the Act
Prohibit ing the Importat ion of  S laves ,  the domest ic  t rade took

of f .  The t rade and t ransport  of  ens laved people  f rom the Upper

South to  the Lower  South helped the cotton industry  boom -  but

i t  r ipped fami l ies  apart .  I t  i s  est imated that  a  th i rd of  marr iages

were destroyed by force migrat ion due to  the economic benef i t  o f

the domest ic  s lave t rade and more than hal f  o f  a l l  ens laved

people  in  the Upper  South were separated f rom a parent  or  chi ld .

Whi le  many in  the North were not  s lave owners ,  Northern industry

re l ied on the raw mater ia ls  produced in  the South ,  part icular ly

cotton and sugar ,  benef i t t ing great ly  f rom the wealth der ived

from enslaved labor .  
The re lat ionship between the inst i tut ion of

chatte l  s lavery  in  the United States  and

Chr ist ianity  i s  complex .  We can see how

proponents  of  s lavery  just i f ied the pract ice

us ing scr ipture  by  looking at  the heavi ly -

redacted "S lave Bible" ,  which omits  much of

the Old Testament ( inc luding the Is rael i tes '

escape f rom Egypt  in  Exodus)  and about  hal f

of  the New Testament ( inc luding passages

that  emphasized equal i ty  between groups of

people ,  l ike  “There i s  no longer  Jew or  Greek ;  

https://eji.org/reports/transatlantic-slave-trade-overview/
https://eji.org/news/history-racial-injustice-domestic-slave-trade/
https://www.vox.com/identities/2019/8/16/20806069/slavery-economy-capitalism-violence-cotton-edward-baptist
https://www.history.com/news/slave-bible-redacted-old-testament


there i s  no longer  s lave or  f ree ;  there  i s  no longer  male  and

female ,  for  a l l  o f  you are  one in  Chr ist  Jesus , ”  in  Galat ians) .  At  the

same t ime,  the re l ig ious  roots  of  abol i t ionism can be seen f rom

the very  beginning ,  with John Hepburn penning the st rongly-

worded pamphlet ,  condemning s lavery  as  "an abominable  Ant i -

Chr ist ian pract ice . . .  an af f ront  upon the ever  b lessed Mess iah ,  and

his  g lor ious  Gospel , "  in  The American Defence of  the Chr ist ian
Golden Rule  in  1715 .  Lev i  Cof f in ,  the "Pres ident  of  the

Underground Rai l road" ,  wr i tes  in  h is  text  Reminiscences  of  Lev i
Cof f in ,  " I  had read in  the Bible  when I  was  a  boy that  i t  was  r ight

to feed the hungry  and c lothe the naked,  and to  minister  to  those

who had fa l len among thieves  and were wounded,  but  that  no

dist inct ion in  regard to  color  was  ment ioned in  the good Book ,  so

in  accordance with i ts  teachings  I  had received these fugit ives

and cared for  them."  A Bible  was found in  the hands of  Nat

Turner ,  a  f iery  ens laved preacher  seeking to  del iver  h is  people

f rom his  people  f rom s lavery ,  when he was captured after  one

most  s igni f icant  s lave insurrect ions  pr ior  to  the Civ i l  War .

Growing tens ions  between the Northern and Southern states  over

s lavery ,  s tates '  r ights ,  and westward expansion erupted into the

Civ i l  War ,  the deadl iest  war  ever  fought  on American Soi l .  On

January  1 ,  1863 ,  as  the nat ion approached the thi rd year  of  the

war ,  Pres ident  Abraham L incoln i ssued the Emancipat ion

Proclamat ion ,  f ree ing a l l  ens laved people .  I t  would take another

two years ,  unt i l  June 19 ,  1865 (a lso  known as  Juneteenth ,  a  federal

hol iday  s ince 2021 ) ,  for  th is  to  be fu l ly  accompl ished when federal

t roops arr ived in  Galveston ,  Texas  to  take control  of  the state  and

ensure a l l  ens laved people  had been f reed.   

A Fai led Reconstruction
Union General  Wi l l iam T .  Sherman’s  Specia l

F ie ld Order  No.  15 ,  the promise of  '40 acres

and a  mule ' ,  emerged f rom a conversat ion

with 20 Black pastors  short ly  before  the end

of  the Civ i l  War  as  a  response to  the quest ion ,

“What  do you want  for  your  own people? "

https://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=evans%3Bidno%3DN01412.0001.001
https://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/coffin/coffin.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/museums/as-nat-turner-lead-a-bloody-slave-rebellion-he-carried-this-bible/2016/09/21/8064189c-58c6-11e6-9aee-8075993d73a2_story.html
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history
https://www.history.com/news/what-is-juneteenth
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-3353
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-3353


Reverend Garr i son Fraz ier ,  thei r  chosen spokesman,  s tated "The

way we can best  take care  of  ourselves  i s  to  have land,  and turn i t

and t i l l  i t  by  our  own labor . . .  and we can soon mainta in ourselves

and have something to  spare . "  However ,  that  dream was never

real ized -  the government did not  keep i ts  promise .  After

Pres ident  L incoln 's  assass inat ion ,  Pres ident  Andrew Johnson

resc inded F ie ld Order  15 .  Under  h is  administ rat ion ,  the new

southern states  passed restr ict ive  "Black Codes"  des igned to  l imit

Black people 's  labor  and act iv i ty ,  u l t imately  creat ing condit ions

very  s imi lar  to  that  of  ens lavement .  

Black Codes,  J im Crow,  and Ongoing Harms 
For  centur ies ,  B lack people  were t reated as  property  rather  than

human beings ,  subjected to  inhumane l iv ing condit ions ,  bruta l

phys ical  punishments ,  and a  complete denia l  o f  bas ic  human

r ights .  But  even after  the abol i t ion of  s lavery ,  Af r ican Americans

cont inued to  face discr iminat ion and oppress ion through the

black codes shape-shi f t ing into J im Crow laws ,  mandat ing

"separate  but  equal "  segregat ion in  near ly  every  aspect  of  dai ly

l i fe  f rom schools  to  dr inking fountains  to  bathrooms,  and

systemic rac ism.  The movement of  Reconstruct ion was short  l i ved ,

with emerging white  supremacist  groups l ike  the Ku Klux Klan

paving the way for  over  100 years  of  rac ia l  ter ror .  I t  i s  est imated

that  between the end of  Reconstruct ion in  1877 and 1950,  more

than 4 ,300 Black people  were lynched.  

In  addit ion to  widespread v io lence ,  law and publ ic  pol icy  created

vio lent  st ructures  that  enabled the plunder  of  Black wealth .  In

the 1930 's ,  Pres ident  Frankl in  Roosevelt ’ s  New Deal  excluded 

"White"  and "J im Crow"  ra i lcars ;  rac ia l
segregat ion in  the United States  as  cartooned by

John McCutcheon,  1904

Black Americans  across  key

programs.  The Socia l  Secur i ty

Act  and Nat ional  Labor

Relat ions  Act  in  1935

excluded farm workers

and domest ic  workers ,

profess ions  where Black

people  were

https://www.history.com/news/40-acres-mule-promise
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-codes
https://www.history.com/topics/early-20th-century-us/jim-crow-laws
https://www.history.com/topics/reconstruction/ku-klux-klan
https://lynchinginamerica.eji.org/report/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/racial-wealth-gap.html


disproport ionately  represented (65% of  Black workers  were

engaged in  one of  these two profess ions  according to  the 1930

Census) .  The Federal  Housing Administ rat ion (FHA) ,  establ ished in

1934 ,  was  meant  to  increase the hous ing stock .  However ,  i t

excluded Black neighborhoods f rom government- insured loans .

Deeming these neighborhoods as  "hazardous" ,  the FHA colored

these areas  on the map red in  a  pract ice  now cal led " redl in ing"  -

a l l  whi le  subs idiz ing bui lders  creat ing pr imar i ly  white  suburban

neighborhoods .  The Veterans  Administ rat ion ,  which gave veterans

access  to  mortgages  with no down payments ,  adopted the same

maps and thus  excluded Black veterans  f rom the housing benef i ts

of  the G . I .  B i l l .  With col leges  st i l l  segregated -  especia l ly  across

the South -  or  unprepared to  handle  the large inf lux  of  veterans

after  WWII ,  many Black men and women were unable  to  take

advantage of  the educat ional  benef i ts  a f forded in  the G . I .  B i l l .  In

the words  of  Histor ian I ra  Katznelson ,  "There was “no greater

instrument for  widening an a l ready huge rac ia l  gap in  postwar

America than the GI  Bi l l . ”  

Today ,  the typical  white  fami ly  has  about  10 t imes as  much wealth

The HOLC map of  Boston (Robert  K .  Nelson,  LaDale  Winl ing ,  R ichard Marciano,  Nathan Connol ly ,
et  a l . ,  “Mapping Inequal i ty , ”  American Panorama,  ed .  Robert  K .  Nelson and Edward L .  Ayers )

https://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/ssb/v70n4/v70n4p49.html
https://www.npr.org/2017/05/03/526655831/a-forgotten-history-of-how-the-u-s-government-segregated-america
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/gi-bill#section_4
https://www.history.com/news/gi-bill-black-wwii-veterans-benefits
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2021/06/racial-wealth-gap-may-be-a-key-to-other-inequities/


as  the typical  Black fami ly  -  a  s tat is t ic  v i r tual ly  unchanged s ince

1950.  The rac ia l  wealth gap created through chatte l  s lavery  was

re inforced by federal  pol icy  throughout  th is  nat ion 's  h istory ,  and

exacerbated by local  and inst i tut ional  pol ic ies .  According to  the

Brookings  Bluepr ints  for  Amer ican Renewal  &  Prosper i ty  pro ject ,

" I f  B lack households  held a  share of  the nat ional  wealth in

proport ion to  thei r  share  of  the U .S .  populat ion ,  i t  would amount

to $12 .68 t r i l l ion in  household wealth ,  rather  than the actual  sum

of  $2 .54  t r i l l ion .  The tota l  rac ia l  wealth gap,  therefore ,  i s  $10 . 14

tr i l l ion . "  

"The problems of  rac ia l  in just ice  and economic

injust ice  cannot  be solved without  a  radical
redistr ibution  o f  pol i t ica l  and economic power . ”

        —  Reverend Dr .  Mart in  Luther  King Jr .  

           “The Three Ev i ls  of  Society , ”  1967

The vest iges  of  chatte l  s lavery  remain ,  v i s ib le  in  measures  of  the

racia l  wealth gap,  d isproport ionately  h igh rates  of  denied

mortgages  and fa i r  lending rates  regardless  of  income,  increased

mortal i ty  rates  dur ing the COVID-19  pandemic ,  inadequate

investment in  school  d ist r icts  serv ing higher  numbers  of  Black and

brown students , . .  the l i s t  goes  on ,  which is  "Why We Can ' t  Wait " .

Mart in  Luther  King Jr .  wrote in  th is  1964 text ,  “While no amount of
gold could provide adequate compensation for  the exploitat ion
of  the Negro American down through the centuries ,  a  pr ice
could be placed on unpaid wages . ”  Reparat ions  cannot  be less

than thei r  f inancia l  components ,  but  -  as  Chr ist ians  -  they  are

undoubtedly  more .  Repentance cal l s  us  to  change our  ways ,

meaning changing the pol ic ies  that  created and susta ined these

inequit ies  in  the f i r s t  p lace .  However ,  l ike  Zacchaeus ,  we are  a lso

cal led to  own the ethic  of  rest i tut ion .  Our  debt  i s  long overdue .  We

must  acknowledge the harms caused by the enormous breach of

s lavery ,  then seek to  prov ide compensat ion and rest i tut ion for  a l l

those impacted.  

https://www.npr.org/sections/money/2022/06/14/1104660659/why-the-racial-wealth-gap-is-so-hard-to-close
https://www.brookings.edu/blueprints-for-american-renewal-and-prosperity/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/closing-the-racial-wealth-gap-requires-heavy-progressive-taxation-of-wealth/
http://www.scribd.com/doc/134362247/Martin-Luther-King-Jr-The-Three-Evils-of-Society-1967#scribd
https://revealnews.org/article/for-people-of-color-banks-are-shutting-the-door-to-homeownership/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/07/05/us/coronavirus-latinos-african-americans-cdc-data.html
https://edbuild.org/content/23-billion/full-report.pdf
https://reparationscomm.org/we-cant-wait-hr-40-now/


What does  the story  of  Zacchaeus

teach us  about  the importance of

repentance in  the context  of

address ing histor ica l  in just ices  l ike

chatte l  s lavery  and i ts  vest iges?

What  can we learn about  the

importance of  rest i tut ion f rom         

 - - - - - - - - - -  Zacchaeus '  decis ion to  g ive

-- - - - - - - -     hal f  o f  h is  possess ions  to

the poor?  His  decis ion to  repay those

he had cheated four  t imes over?

How can we apply  the concept  of

rest i tut ion to  the i ssue of

reparat ions?  What  do you see as  the

role  of  f inancia l  compensat ion and

other  forms of  redress  in  l ight  of  the

harms discussed?  

In  what  ways  might  reparat ions  help

to address  the rac ia l  wealth gap,  and

what  ro le  can fa i th-based

organizat ions  and communit ies  play

in  advancing the case for  rest i tut ion?  

How might  the story  of  Zacchaeus

inspi re  us  to  take a  more act ive  ro le

in  advocat ing for  reparat ions ,  both in

our  personal  l i ves  and in  society

more broadly?

What  quest ions  do we st i l l  have

about  the fu l l  t ruth of  Amer ica 's

history?  How can our  community

commit  to  learning more?  

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

6 .

LIFE APPLICATION

What are  some ways  we can think about  the

topic  of  reparat ions  in  l ight  of  the cal l  to  see the

harm and own the ethic  of  rest i tut ion?



FURTHER STUDY

Hear ing on Slavery  Reparat ions  before  a

House Judic iary  subcommittee (C-SPAN,  2019)

An American Lament devot ional  journey

through America ’s  h istory  of  s lavery ,

segregat ion ,  and rac ism 

Why we need reparat ions  for  Black Americans

report  by  Brookings  Inst i tute  

The Next  Reconstruct ion :  Examining the Cal l

for  a  Nat ional  Reparat ions  Program br ief  by

Urban Inst i tute  

Gracious  God,  we thank you for  the human family
f i l led with a l l  peoples  of  the earth .  We are
thankful  that  you have created such an amazing
and wonderful  d ivers i ty  of  people  and cultures .
We humbly  ask  that  you send the Holy  Spir i t  as
you did the disc iples  to  inst i l l  the fa i th  and the
courage to  do the work to  enr ich our  l ives  with
ever-widening c i rc les  of  fe l lowship so  that  we
may discover  your  presence in  those who di f fer
f rom us .  Del iver  us  and del iver  our  communit ies
from the bondage of  racism that  denies  the
humanity  of  people ,  and depr ives  a l l  people  of
the bless ings ,  of  the divers i ty  you have created.
Open us  to  your  word,  your  wisdom,  your  power ,
and your  wi l l .  Amen.  (A  Prayer  for  Racial  Just ice
by Peter  Jones ,  PhD and Kathie  Smith at  Loyola
Univers i ty  Chicago's  Inst i tute  of  Pastoral  Studies)

https://www.c-span.org/video/?461767-1%2Fhearing-slavery-reparations
http://www.bakerpublishinggroup.com/books/reparations/402210
https://repentanceproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/An_American_Lament.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/policy2020/bigideas/why-we-need-reparations-for-black-americans/
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/next-reconstruction


In  the pathbreaking 2014 art ic le ,  The Case for  Reparat ions ,  author

Ta-Nehis i  Coates  begins  by  quot ing Old Testament scr ipture  f rom

Deuteronomy,  Moses '  farewel l  address  to  the Is rael i tes  before  they

entered the Promised Land of  Canaan.  In  Deuteronomy,  Moses

recounts  God's  law and i ts  appl icat ions  in  people 's  everyday l i fe .

In  the text ,  when the ens laved are  f reed,  we are  commanded to

not  send them out  "empty-handed"  and,  instead,  " supply  them

liberal ly "  f rom the wealth they have helped produce .  General    

WEEK 3
TOPIC OF STUDY

What i s  owed? 

SUGGESTED PREWORK

What i s  Owed? by  Nikole  Hannah-Jones

Ta-Nehis i  Coates :  Reparat ions  Are Not  Just

About  S lavery  Interv iew

Sherman's  F ie ld Order  15 ,

Reconstruct ion ,  and other

in i t iat ives  cal l ing for  the

rest i tut ion of  what  i s  owed

fa i led to  supply  Black

Americans  with the resources

needed to  thr ive  in  the

trans i t ion to  f reedom.  What

does  th is  mean for  us  in  the

contemporary  conversat ion on

reparat ions?  

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Deuteronomy
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/06/24/magazine/reparations-slavery.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ml_VAWFHHps


BIBLE PASSAGE

Deuteronomy 15 : 12- 15  (NRSV)

12  “ I f  a  member  of  your  community ,  whether  a  Hebrew man or  a

Hebrew woman,  i s  so ld[a]  to  you and works  for  you s ix  years ,  in

the seventh year  you shal l  set  that  person f ree .  13  And when you

send a  male  s lave[b]  out  f rom you a  f ree person ,  you shal l  not

send him out  empty-handed.  14  Prov ide for  h im l ibera l ly  out  of

your  f lock ,  your  threshing f loor ,  and your  winepress ,  thus  g iv ing to

him some of  the bounty  with which the Lord your  God has  blessed

you.  15  Remember that  you were a  s lave in  the land of  Egypt ,  and

the Lord your  God redeemed you ;  for  th is  reason I  lay  th is

command upon you today .

GUIDING QUESTION

In  scr ipture ,  how are  reparat ions  used to

establ ish equity  and enable  new futures?  

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? 

We have a  choice before  us  each and every  day -

do we choose a l legiance to  ourselves  and the

idols  of  our  own creat ion ,  or  do we choose l i fe

and wisdom by fol lowing God's  commands?  

In  an 1810 sermon del ivered at

F i rst  Church in  New Haven,

ent i t led "The Char i table

Blessed" ,  Reverend T imothy

Dwight  IV  (grandson of  the

s laveholding theologian ,

Jonathan Edwards)  preached the

need to  take responsibi l i ty  for

thei r  ancestors '  ro le  in  the

enslavement of  Af r icans .  A  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+15%3A12%E2%80%9315&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-5332a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+15%3A12%E2%80%9315&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-5333b
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.b2845212&view=1up&seq=9


part icular ly  sa l ient  excerpt  f rom the sermon reads :  

"We inher i t  our  ample patr imony with al l  i ts  incumbrances ;  and
are bound to  pay the debts  of  our  ancestors .  This  debt ,

part icular ly ,  we are  bound to  d ischarge :  and,  when the r ighteous
Judge of  the Universe  comes to  reckon with h is  servants ,  he  wi l l

r ig id ly  exact  the payment at  our  hands .  To give them l iberty ,
and stop here,  is  to entai l  upon them a curse .  

We are bound  to give  them,  a lso ,  knowledge,
industry ,  economy,  good habits ,  moral  and
rel ig ious  instruct ion ,  and al l  the means of

eternal  l i fe . "  

Reverend Dwight  makes  c lear  that ,  in  order  for  emancipated

slaves  to  start  anew -  to  be fu l ly  restored to  equal  s tatus  in  the

nat ion 's  l i fe  and economy -  there  i s  a  moral  and pract ica l

necess i ty  for  rest i tut ion .  

In  our  passage of  scr ipture  f rom Deuteronomy,  a  long speech

Moses  makes a  speech to  I s rael  before  h is  death ,  we see a

re i terat ion of  God's  laws and guidance on how they apply  to  thei r

contemporary  moment .  In  the se lected passage ,  we see echoes  of

other  occas ions  in                which reparat ions  were paid .  When

the Hebrews were                   l iberated f rom f rom s lavery  under

the Egypt ian                              Pharoah in  the book of  Exodus ,

they received                               " jewelry  of  s i lver  and gold"  and

clothing (Ex .                                 12 :35-36)  f rom thei r  oppressors ,

just  as  God                                  promised when speaking to

Moses  at  the                               Burning Bush on Mount  S inai ,

procla iming                              the l iberated Is rael i tes  "wi l l  not  go               

                                              empty-handed"  (Ex .  3 :21 -22) .  

                                               The s i lver  and gold were rest i tut ion   

                                               for  thei r  unpaid labor  and suf fer ing .  

                                            Reparat ive  just ice  would a lso  help 

                                     jumpstart  thei r  new l ives  and bui ld  

                              economic independence in  thei r  f reedom.  



ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE

"Our  unpaid labor  has  been a  stepping-stone to

i ts  f inancia l  success .  Some of  i ts  d iv idends must

surely  be ours . "  -  Sojourner  Truth 

The appeal  for  reparat ions  can best  be understood,  in  the words  of

lawyer  and act iv is t  Randal l  Robinson,  as  a  ca l l  for  "  just

compensat ion as  an ent i t lement for  the many years  of  heinous U .S .

government-embraced wrongs and the sto len labor  of  our

forebears . "  There are  many ways  people  have worked to  calculate  a

number  for  " just  compensat ion" ,  with a  numerous di f ferent

methodologies  for  measurement ,  d iverse                        proposals

for  the form reparat ions  should take ,                                 and the

necessary  scope of  intervent ion .  The                                 debate

on reparat ions  sur faces  a  wide range                              

o f  quest ions :  What  amount of  money 

should be g iven?  Where should this  

money go to?  Who exact ly  i s  th is  

money being given to?  What  i s  the 

process  to  prov ide reparat ions  to  Black 

Americans?  What  e lse  should be pai red with 

monetary  compensat ion to  adequately  be cal led 

reparat ions?  What  other  forms of  reparat ions  should 

The passage in  Deuteronomy makes c lear  that  we must  respond to

the fa i lure  to  prov ide reparat ions  for  Black Americans  upon thei r

l iberat ion and ongoing ,  systemat ic  plunder .  This  "moral  debt" ,  and

"the pract ica l  damage i t  has  done" ,  i s  a  l iabi l i ty  f ractur ing our

communit ies ,  our  churches ,  and our  country  -  we can ' t  a f ford to

wait  any longer .  As  Reverend Peter  Jarrett -Schel l  ar t iculates  in

Reparat ions :  A  Plan for  Churches ,  "We can ' t  t ru ly  come together  as

one community  whi le  some of  us  st i l l  reap benef i ts  f rom the

sabotage of  others . . .  There i s  an order  to  these th ings ,  and i t  can ' t

be c i rcumvented:  just ice  precedes reconci l iat ion .  Reconci l iat ion

precedes community . "  So ,  in  order  to  come together ,  how can we

begin to  understand what  i s  owed? 

https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/sojourner-truth
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/331800/the-debt-by-randall-robinson/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
https://www.churchpublishing.org/reparations


$1 .5  t r i l l ion current ly  based on a  1983 calculat ion of  $500 bi l l ion

by assuming 40-60% of  the di f ference between Black and white

income resulted f rom discr iminat ion

$3 .2-6 .4  t r i l l ion ,  based on the current  va lue of  a  1968 suggest ion

by Reverend Mart in  Luther  King ,  J r .  o f  $800 bi l l ion ,  based on

$20 per  week s ince the late  1700s for  4  mi l l ion s laves

$5-15  t r i l l ion based on 1983 calculat ions  of  $1 .4  t r i l l ion and $3-5

tr i l l ion ,  based on wages earned by non-enslaved workers  and

deduct ing the cost  of  care  of  those ens laved

$17  t r i l l ion in  a  2019 calculat ion (but  as  i t  assumed a 24-hour

workday ,  the va lue may be c loser  to  the $5 t r i l l ion us ing an 8-

hour  day)

$59 t r i l l ion ,  based on $3 .7  t r i l l ion as  $7 .25  per  hour  dur ing 1790-

1860,  p lus  a  2% interest  rate  ( though the hour ly  rate  of  $7 .25

would seem to include a  present  va lu ing ,  so  th is  might  actual ly

be c loser  to  the $3 .7  t r i l l ion or ig inal  number)

Some scholars  seek to  calculate  the va lue of  unpaid labor  and

serv ices  prov ided to  white  Amer icans  ( the work)  minus the va lue

of  uncompensated serv ices  prov ided ( food,  hous ing ,  etc . ) .  Some

examples  of  ca lculat ions  include :  

be included? Acknowledging the complexi ty  of  the conversat ion ,

our  a im is  to  prov ide an overv iew of  the scholarship for  the

purpose of  d iscuss ion and point  you to  t rusted resources  to  further

your  learning .  

Income Measures

Wealth Measures

Some scholars  cons ider  the rac ia l

wealth gap to  be the most  robust

indicator  of  the cumulat ive  ef fects  of

white  supremacy in  the US.  According

to the 2016 Survey  of  Consumer

Finances ,  the mean rac ia l  wealth gap

is  $795 ,000 per  household .  In  a  an

average Black household (3 .3 1  persons) ,  

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/23/business/economy/reparations-slavery.html
https://www.theroot.com/mlk-s-case-for-reparations-included-disadvantaged-white-1790876391
https://abcnews.go.com/Business/america-owes-reparations-pay/story?id=72863094
https://abcnews.go.com/Business/america-owes-reparations-pay/story?id=72863094
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3132248
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3132248
https://abcnews.go.com/Business/america-owes-reparations-pay/story?id=72863094
https://atlantablackstar.com/2015/05/23/case-reparations-40-acres-mule-cost-america-least-6-4-trillion-today/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/331800/the-debt-by-randall-robinson/


Value of  40 Acres  and a  Mule 

H.R.  40 ,  which would establ ish the Commiss ion to  Study

Reparat ion Proposals  for  Afr ican Americans  Act ,  i s  named as  an

al lus ion to  the broken promise of  General  Sherman's  F ie ld Order

15 ,  which would prov ide 40 acres  of  t i l lable  land and a  mule to

support  the agrar ian ef fort .  Some scholars  ca lculate  reparat ions  by

est imat ing the present  va lue of  40 acres  and a  mule .  In  1865 ,  when

the order  was  i ssued,  the va lue was $400 mi l l ion -  th is  t rans lates

to $168 bi l l ion today .  

th is  equates  to  payments  of  approximately  $240,000 per  person ,

equat ing to  $8 t r i l l ion tota l .  Another  calculat ion to  e l iminate

racia l  inequit ies  in  household wealth ,  prov iding Black fami l ies

with thei r  proport ional  share  of  tota l  wealth ,  would require  an

out lay  of  $10 .7  t r i l l ion .  

                                    Forms of  Reparat ions

                                                  Just  as  there  are  diverse   

                                                   perspect ives  on how reparat ions  

                                                   should be calculated ,  there  are  

                                                  just  as  many v iews and proposals  

                                                for  the forms they should take on .

                                              Whi le  some scholars  favor  d i rect  

                                          payments ,  others  promote educat ional  

                                       programs l ike  a  f ree col lege educat ion ,  

whi le                              others  ca l l  for  down payment and housing 

grants .  The                Nat ional  Afr ican American Reparat ions

Commiss ion             has  a  10-point  Reparat ions  Plan ,  with

proposals  that  include a  nat ional  apology for  s lavery  and

subsequent  discr iminat ion ,  funds for  the establ ishment of  health

and wel lness  centers ,  and the preservat ion of  Black monuments

and sacred s i tes .  

H .R .  40 would prov ide the opportunity  to  study and develop

reparat ion proposals  into tangible  forms of  f inancia l  redress  and

repair  for  the enormous debt  owed to  the Black community .  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/40
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/african-americans-many-rivers-to-cross/history/the-truth-behind-40-acres-and-a-mule/
https://chicagocrusader.com/reparations-who-pays-and-how-much-part-ii/
https://abcnews.go.com/Business/america-owes-reparations-pay/story?id=72863094
https://abcnews.go.com/Business/america-owes-reparations-pay/story?id=72863094
https://abcnews.go.com/Business/america-owes-reparations-pay/story?id=72863094
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/nbcblk/slavery-reparations-federal-goverations-looks-2021-rcna900
https://reparationscomm.org/reparations-plan/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/06/15/black-reparations-and-the-racial-wealth-gap/
https://reparationscomm.org/reparations-plan/
https://m4bl.org/policy-platforms/reparations/
https://www.brookings.edu/policy2020/bigideas/why-we-need-reparations-for-black-americans/
https://www.brookings.edu/policy2020/bigideas/why-we-need-reparations-for-black-americans/
https://www.brookings.edu/policy2020/bigideas/why-we-need-reparations-for-black-americans/
https://reparationscomm.org/reparations-plan/#reparations-plan-point-10
https://reparationscomm.org/reparations-plan/
https://reparationscomm.org/reparations-plan/#reparations-plan-point-10
https://reparationscomm.org/we-cant-wait-hr-40-now/


The diverse  calculat ions  and form of fered by scholars  prov ide a

way to  begin to  quant i fy  the harms and understand the path to

repai r .  Yet ,  we must  approach these calculat ions  and solut ions

with the understanding that  the numbers  prov ided underest imate
the t rue cost  of  400 years  of  in just ice ,  as  they forgo the phys ical

and emotional  harms of  s lavery  and the denia l  o f  the property ,

autonomy,  and fami ly  l i fe .   

In  future  weeks ,  we wi l l  cons ider  the precedent  for  reparat ions ,

examples  of  groups undertaking reparat ion act iv i t ies  at  the local

level ,  and opportunit ies  for  engagement in  the movement .  As  a

community ,  and as  indiv iduals ,  we must  cons ider  what  the fa i thful

response i s  now that  we are  more fu l ly  aware of  what  i s  owed.  

LIFE APPLICATION

What are  some ways  we can think about  the

topic  of  reparat ions  in  l ight  of  what  i s  moral ly

and pract ical ly  owed to  Black Americans?

In  what  ways  might  the concept  of  reparat ions  chal lenge our

assumptions  about  what  i s  just  when i t  comes to  i ssues  of

wealth dist r ibut ion and economic opportunity?

How can the Chr ist ian church be a  moral  vo ice in  the cal l  for

reparat ions?  What  are  some steps  our                        

 community  could take to  help grow our                                                    

co l lect ive  knowledge of                                                                      

reparat ions?

What  quest ions  do we st i l l                                                                         

have about  how reparat ions                                                                       

a re  calculated ,  or  the forms                                                                      

they  can take?  

How can the church play  a                                                      

 ro le  in  promoting                                                 

 reconci l iat ion and heal ing                                                                       

through reparat ions?

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/331800/the-debt-by-randall-robinson/


FURTHER STUDY

Reparat ions :  A  Plan for  Churches  by  Peter

Jarrett -Schel l

From Here to  Equal i ty :  Reparat ions  for  Black

Americans  in  the Twenty-F i rst  Century  by

Wi l l iam A.  Dar i ty  J r .  and A .  K i rsten Mul len

Why We Can' t  Wait  by  Dr .  Mart in  Luther  King ,  J r .

Thou Eternal  God,  out  of  whose absolute  power
and inf in ite  intel l igence the whole  universe  has
come into being,  we humbly  confess  that  we have
not  loved thee with our  hearts ,  souls  and minds ,
and we have not  loved our  neighbors  as  Chr ist
loved us .  We have a l l  too often l ived by our  own
sel f ish  impulses  rather  than by the l i fe  of
sacr i f ic ia l  love as  revealed by Chr ist .  We often
give  in  order  to  receive .  We love our  f r iends and
hate our  enemies .  We go the f i rst  mi le  but  dare
not  t ravel  the second.  We forgive  but  dare  not
forget .  And so as  we look within ourselves ,  we are
confronted with the appal l ing fact  that  the
history  of  our  l ives  i s  the history  of  an eternal
revolt  against  you.  But  thou,  O God,  have mercy
upon us .  Forgive  us  for  what  we could have been
but  fa i led to  be .  Give  us  the intel l igence to  know
your  wi l l .  G ive  us  the courage to  do your  wi l l .  G ive
us  the devot ion to  love your  wi l l .  In  the name and
spir i t  of  Jesus ,  we pray .  Amen.  (Rev .  Dr .  Mart in
Luther  King,  Jr . )  

https://www.churchpublishing.org/reparations
https://www.churchpublishing.org/reparations
https://uncpress.org/book/9781469671208/from-here-to-equality-second-edition/
https://uncpress.org/author/6357-william-a-darity-jr
https://uncpress.org/author/11616-a-kirsten-mullen
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/207348/why-we-cant-wait-by-martin-luther-king-jr/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/authors/2140329/dr-martin-luther-king-jr


Church ,  we often ta lk  about  the Spir i t  and pra ise  i ts  holy  power .

Whi le  we cont inue to  pra ise  and worship in  the Spir i t ,  let  us

remember  that  the Spir i t  i s  not  an abstract  idea re legated to  the

realm of  emotions .  The Spir i t  i s  a  l i v ing force that  informs our

re l ig ious  pract ice  and shapes how we br ing our  fa i th  to  bear  on the

chal lenges  we face .   

In  th is  week 's  passage ,  we wi l l  explore  what  Jesus  says  about  the

Spir i t  and how the Spir i t  compels  h im to act .  Jesus  reads th is  scrol l

f rom Isa iah that  opens with the fami l iar  ca l l ,  "The Spir i t  o f  the Lord

is  on me" ,  to  remind us  that  our  fa i th  and fa i thful  works  are

grounded in  the Spir i t .  I f  we are  to  l i ve  l ike  Jesus ,  we must

understand the centra l i ty  of  the Spir i t .  Speci f ica l ly ,  we wi l l  d iscuss

how the Spir i t  moved Jesus  to  walk  with the poor  and advocate for

f reedom.  His  minist ry  embodies  a  l iberatory  posture  that  repos i t ions

our  work of  reparat ions  within a  spi r i tual  f ramework .    

WEEK 4

SUGGESTED PREWORK

Cal l ie  House :  Reparat ions  Advocate and

Tra i lb lazer  podcast

Reparat ions :  Story ,  History ,  and Democracy

v ideo forum 

"Breath & F i re :  The Spir i t  moves  us  toward

racia l  just ice"  art ic le  by  M.  Shawn Copeland

TOPIC OF STUDY

A Godly  Spi r i t

https://constitutioncenter.org/news-debate/podcasts/callie-house-reparations-advocate-and-trailblazer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyQXlKY2hPk
https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/breath-fire


GUIDING QUESTION

What does  Jesus ,  in formed by the Spir i t ,  say

about  oppress ion ,  f reedom,  and s ight?

BIBLE PASSAGE

The Reject ion of  Jesus  at  Nazareth

Luke 4 : 18- 19  (NRSV)

18  “The Spir i t  o f  the Lord i s  upon me,

       because he has  anointed me

        to  br ing good news to  the poor .

    He has  sent  me to  procla im re lease to  the capt ives

       and recovery  of  s ight  to  the bl ind ,

        to  set  f ree those who are  oppressed,

19  to  procla im the year  of  the Lord ’s  favor . ”  

                      In  th is  passage ,  Jesus  te l l s  us  what  h is  spi r i tual

                      miss ion i s .  He quotes  I sa iah to  expla in  that  

                     the spi r i t  moves  Him toward just ice .  Speci f ica l ly ,  

                    Jesus  speaks  about  br inging Good News to  the 

                     poor .  Good News refers  to  the gospel ,  so  Jesus  i s  

                       making c lear          that  the poor  are  not  only  

                           inc luded            in  h is  message of  sa lvat ion 

                                                     but  a lso  an inextr icable  part  

                                                       o f  i t .  In  other  words ,  we 

                                                        cannot  love and worship

                                                        Jesus  without  concern for  

                                                         the poor .  Furthermore ,  

                                                         Jesus  procla ims that  the 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? 

L iberat ion and just  re lat ionships ,  especia l ly  with

those marginal ized ,  are  Jesus '  miss ion on Earth



capt ives  are  to  be re leased.  He does  not  l inger  on thei r  gui l t  or

innocence .  Rather ,  he ta lks  about  His  miss ion to  help br ing about

thei r  f reedom because capt iv i ty  goes  against  God's  des i res .  Last ly ,

Jesus  promises  to  br ing s ight  to  the bl ind .  Bl indness  and s ight

descr ibe phys ical  abi l i t ies  as  wel l  as  the spi r i tual .  He hopes to

bestow s ight  to  see the mater ia l  wor ld and s ight  to  see the

spir i tual .  B l indness  i s  a  popular  Bibl ica l  metaphor  for  those who

are lost  in  the ways  of  fa i th .  On Mount  S inai  God instructs  Moses

and the Is rael i tes   "You shal l  take no br ibe ,  for  a  br ibe bl inds

of f ic ia ls  and subverts  the cause of  those who are  in  the r ight "

(Exodus 23 :8) .  In  the bible  Bl indness  i s  synonymous with

corrupt ion and being unable  to  see the moral  way of  God.  

Today ,  sp i r i tual  b l indness  can help us  expla in  the concept  of

wokeness .  Woke means being awake to  rac ia l  just ice .  In  1968 ,  Rev

Dr .  K ing preached "Remaining Awake in  a  Great  Revolut ion"  at  the

Nat ional  Cathedral .  K ing argued that  to  susta in  th is  movement for

just ice ,  Amer icans  ought  to  remain aware of  the in just ice .  They

must  be able  to  see and perceive  rac ia l  oppress ion and the l ies  of

Chr ist ians  who suggested this  oppress ion i s                      a  myth .

In  other  words ,  seeing this  in just ice  i s                                     the

opposi te  of  spi r i tual  b l indness  in  the                                     

 B ible ,  so  th is  verse  could be read as                                         

 Jesus  promoting a  mass  educat ion                                          

 campaign to  awaken people  up to                                               

 thei r  current  c i rcumstances                                                    

 through the lens  of  a  fa i th  that                                                

 does  just ice .  

To fu l ly  awaken,  Jesus  begins  with                                            

 the presence of  the spi r i t  o f  the                                              

 Lord ,  a  powerful  and essent ia l                                             

 resource in  any socia l  movement .                                           

 Jesus  makes  these proclamat ions ,                                       

 anointed with the Spir i t  o f  the Lord ,                                            

 to  fu l f i l l  a  year  that  i s  in  God's  favor  -                                             

a  year  where people  go f ree ,  the poor   

https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/remaining-awake-through-great-revolution-address-morehouse-college


are cared for ,  and everyone has  the abi l i ty  to  see the ways  of

Chr ist .  

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE

Where can we see the spi r i t  o f  reparat ions  across

this  country ' s  h istory?  

Being spi r i tual ly  awake means understanding the or ig in  of  these

words  spoken by Jesus .  These words  come f rom the Prophet

Isa iah ,  who taught  us  to  learn to  do good and seek just ice  ( I sa iah

1 : 17 ) .  Jesus  p icked out  th is  verse  f rom the ent i re  scrol l  o f  I sa iah to

read in  f ront  of  h is  home community  in  Nazareth .  Jesus  evoking

the prophet  I sa iah to  speak about  just ice  reminds us  to  th ink

about  whose shoulders  we stand on .  Immediately  fo l lowing

Emancipat ion ,  a  number  of  Af r ican American act iv is ts  advocated

for  reparat ions .  In  her  book My Face is  Black Is  True :  Cal l ie  House
and the Struggle  for  Ex-S lave Reparat ions ,  Dr .  Mary  Frances  Berry

explores  how former  s lave Cal l ie  House made one of  the f i r s t

publ ic  cases  for  reparat ions  and sued the federal  government .  On

a local  level ,  House assembled systems of  mutual  a id  to  prov ide

healthcare and bur ia l  serv ices .  Addit ional ly ,  her  team of  mutual

a id organizers  in  Nashvi l le  pet i t ioned Congress  for  pens ions  for

Black                veterans  who fought  for  the Union without     

                           pay  (one of  the ear ly  types  of  reparat ions) .  

                            These two campaigns turned into the Nat ional  

                            Ex-S lave Mutual  Rel ie f  and Pension Associat ion ,  

                          led by  House and Isa iah Dickson,  a  schoolteacher  

                         and minister .  “The ex-s lave movement had a  dual  

                           miss ion f rom the beginning :  the atta inment of  

                                 federal  pens ion legis lat ion and mutual  a id  

                                  to  poor  members . ”  House t raveled across         

                                  the country ,  col lect ing pet i t ions  f rom ex-

                                  s laves  and developed l i t igat ion against  the 

                                  Federal  government to  g ive  these c la ims  

                                  Const i tut ional  backing and nat ional  

                                  at tent ion .  In  the associat ion ’s  1915  c lass  

Image of  Cal l ie  Guy House ,  the
' foremother  of  the reparat ions

movement ’

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/12958/my-face-is-black-is-true-by-mary-frances-berry/
https://hls.harvard.edu/today/justice-for-the-foremother-of-the-reparations-movement/


act ion sui t ,  House argued that  the over  s ixty-e ight  mi l l ion dol lars

the Federal  government made of f  i t s  cotton tax  between 1862 and

1868 belonged to  the former ly  ens laved workers  because the

Treasury  Department  had prof i ted of f  tax ing the pi les  of  cotton

federal  t roops had se ized f rom the Confederacy .  

Here ,  Jesus  shows us  the power  of  drawing on a  prophet  who

came before  Him.  In  the f ight  for  reparat ions ,  we can draw on

those who came before  us  l ike  Cal l ie  House to  g ive  moral

author i ty  to  the movement .  As  we ' l l  learn in  later  weeks ,  Cal l ie

House 's  organiz ing was just  the beginning of  reparat ions

movements  in  the United States .  S ince her  work ,  many other

groups have made the case for  and received reparat ions .  

LIFE APPLICATION

Jesus 's  spi r i t  o f  br inging f reedom to the capt ives ,

good news to  the poor ,  and s ight  to  the bl ind

embodies  a  type of  reparatory  just ice .  By  that ,

we mean Jesus  seeks  to  repai r  the harms of

oppress ion ,  spi r i tual  b l indness ,  and economic

injust ice .  So let  us  now consider  

how we as  a  community  

can pursue reparat ions .

What does  spi r i tual  b l indness

look l ike  to  you?  

What  does  i t  mean to  be

bl ind to  the history  of  s lavery

and rac ism in  the United

States?

How can we better  care  for

the poor?

How could reparat ions  br ing

about  economic f reedom and

care for  the poor?

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .



I f  we are  to  serve ,  i f  we are  to  care ,  i f  we are  to
minister ,  we have to  get  r ight  ins ide .  And so ,  let
us  pray :  Spir i t ,  touch me.  Touch me with your
grace ,  Touch me with your  wisdom.

Touch me with your  love so  that  I  can help
somebody,  so  that  I  can serve  somebody,  so  that
I  can bless  somebody.  Be the br idge over
troubled waters ,  so  that  I  can be the balm in
Gi lead,  be the hands of  Jesus  stretched out  to
heal  I f  I  can help somebody as  I  pass  a long,  then
my l iv ing wi l l  not  be in  vain .  Let  us  meditate  on
those words  and carry  them in  our  hearts  into
our  homes ,  into  our  neighborhoods ,  and teach
them to our  chi ldren!  Let  us  be pract ical ,
reaching out  across  the boundar ies  of  race and
class  and status  to  help somebody,  to  encourage
and af f i rm somebody,  of fer ing to  the young an
incent ive  to  learn and grow,  of fer ing to  the
downtrodden resources  to  help themselves .  May
our  fast ing be the k ind that  saves  and shares
with the poor ,  that  actual ly  contacts  the needy ,
that  g ives  heart  to  heart ,  that  touches  and
nourishes  and heals .  Amen.  (S ister  Thes  Bowman)

FURTHER STUDY

The Big Payback                           

 documentary  and                             

 d iscuss ion guide                                        

https://www.pbs.org/independentlens/documentaries/the-big-payback/
https://www.flipsnack.com/ADDADD88B7A/the-big-payback-film-discussion-guide-xpiyjcdy6z/full-view.html


This  week 's  readings  shed l ight  on what  the Bible  says  about  how we

should t reat  our  neighbors  and who are  neighbors  are .  We draw f rom

Mark ,  Luke ,  and Phi l ippians  in  the New Testament to  explore  what

Jesus  and the Chr ist ian Church teach about  our  d iv ine

responsibi l i t ies  to  others  in  our  communit ies .  These verses  wi l l

hopeful ly  inform and give  meaning to  our  movement for  reparat ions ,

a  movement that  h inges  on the centra l  quest ion of  how we              

 ought                   to  t reat  one another ,  even those we do not  know.

                                                   Reparat ions  i s  a  quest ion of  fa i th  

                                                     that  we can begin to  explore  in  

                                                      these chapters .  This  week ,  we wi l l  

                                                     a lso  be looking at  the precedent  

                                                      for  reparat ions  in  th is  country .                 

                                                       Whi le  many wi l l  suggest  pay ing              

                                                       reparat ions  would be too                       

                                                      d i f f icul t ,  we can look at  our  own

                                                      h istory  and to  in i t iat ives  across  

                                                    the country  doing this  work .   

WEEK 5
TOPIC OF STUDY

Putt ing the Gospel  in  Act ion :  Reparat ions

In i t iat ives

SUGGESTED PREWORK

A Chr ist ian Cal l  for  Reparat ions  art ic le  by  Rev .

Dr .  Kel ly  Brown Douglas

Grassroots  Reparat ions  Campaign resources

https://sojo.net/magazine/july-2020/christian-call-case-slavery-reparations-kelly-brown-douglas
https://thetruthtellingproject.org/grc/


BIBLE PASSAGE

Mark 12 :30-31  (NRSV)

30 " . . . you shal l  love the Lord your  God with a l l  your  heart  and with

al l  your  soul  and with a l l  your  mind and with a l l  your  st rength . ’  3 1

The second is  th is ,  ‘You shal l  love your  neighbor  as  yoursel f . ’  There

is  no other  commandment greater  than these . ”

GUIDING QUESTION

What do Jesus  and Paul  teach about  how our

obl igat ion to  others?

1  John 4 :20 (NRSV)

20 Those who say ,  “ I  love God, ”  and hate a  brother  or  s i s ter  are

l iars ,  for  those who do not  love a  brother  or  s i s ter ,  whom they

have seen,  cannot  love God,  whom they have not  seen .

Phi l ippians  2 :4  (NRSV)

4 Let  each of  you look not  to  your  own interests  but  to  the

interests  of  others .

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? 

The Bible  teaches  that  to  love                        

 God we must  love our  fe l low                           

 and t reat  them as  we would                          

 want  to  be t reated,

In  the Gospel  of  Mark ,  Jesus

teaches  that  in  addit ion to

lov ing God with a l l  our  heart ,

Chr ist ians  should a lso  love our

neighbors  as  ourselves .  I  am

wonder ing here i f  we can use a



Bibl ica l  interpretat ion tool  ca l led the " ta lk ing book . "  Developed

by Henry  Louis  Gates  Jr .  and his  reading of  Olaudah Equiano 's

biography ,  the " ta lk ing book"  descr ibes  how the Bible  can ta lk

back to  the readers  and thei r  present  c i rcumstances .  For  example ,

dur ing ens lavement in  the United States ,  Af r ican Americans  read

Exodus as  God speaking to  thei r  capt iv i ty  and promis ing to  f ree

them as  God did for  the Is rael i tes .  In  short ,  the ta lk ing took asks

us  to  read the Bible  and i ts  lessons  in  l ight  of  our  present

c i rcumstances .  

I f  we read the Bible ' s  lessons  about  lov ing our  neighbors  as

ourselves  today then we would hear  God cal l ing us  to  f ight  for

reparat ions .  The f i r s t  epist le  of  John expla ins  how unholy  s lavery

was .  I t  asks  i f  we are  not  able  to  love the people  we share the

earth with ,  then how can we love God who cannot  see?  

Last ly ,  in  Phi l ippians ,  Paul  instructs  the ear ly  church to  care  about

the interests  of  others .  Ta lk ing to  us  today ,  th is  passage can speak

to the need to  bui ld  a  broad coal i t ion interested in  reparat ions ,

the interest ,  and wel l -being of  those whose labor  and land were

stolen .  Paul  wr i tes  th is  letter  as  a  t ransformed man,  He was

former ly  ca l led Saul  and persecuted Chr ist ians .  Whi le  much has

been sa id about  Paul ' s  indiv idual  t ransformat ion ,  i t  i s  important

to note that  Paul  changed so we could serve Chr ist ,  which ra ises

the quest ion of  how this  Bible  Study could foster  personal  growth

that  spurs  us  to  act  in  accordance with the Bible ' s  teaching about

neighbor ly  love .  

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE

Reparat ions  as  a  way to  fu l f i l l    

  the Bible ' s  ca l l  to  care  for

   others  i s  not  a  new or  

    radical  concept .
Since Cal l ie  House 's  organiz ing in

the mid-nineteenth century ,  many

other  groups in  the United States



and abroad have successful ly  campaigned for  reparat ions .  In  the

US,  Japanese Americans .  In  1998 the US paid descendants  of

Japanese Americans  who were held capt ive  at  internment camps

dur ing Wor ld War  I I  $20 ,000.  Senator  Danie l  K .  Inouye ,  the

Democrat  of  Hawai i  and a  Japanese-American who lobbied for

reparat ions  in  Congress ,  pointed to  how the United States  paid

each American held hostage in  the American Embassy  in  Teheran

in 1979 $22 ,000.  There i s  a  legal  precedent  to  address ing past

harms with reparat ive  payments  to  v ict ims .  In  1945 the German

Government began paying Holocaust  surv ivors ,  thei r  fami l ies ,  and

thei r  descendants  f rom a tota l  sum of  $86 .8  b i l l ion .  These cases

prove how there i s  a  h istor ica l  and moral  precedent  for

reparat ions  as  a  tool  to  address  past  harms and create what  Dr .

K ing refers  to  as  the beloved community  on earth .  

In  the United States ,  many organizers  have advocated for

reparat ions  f rom local  governments  and inst i tut ions  as  wel l  as  a

nat ional  program of  reparat ions  f rom the Federal  Government .

Community  organizer  Mar iame Kaba successful ly  pet i t ioned the

Chicago City  government to  pay reparat ions  to  the surv ivors  and

famil ies  of  pol ice  brutal i ty .  In  the case of  the over  one-hundred

Black Chicagoans who were tortured by     

pol ice  commander  Jon Burge ,  Kaba 

forced the c i ty  to  set  to  teach about  the 

Burge torture  case in  tenth-grade history

courses .  Addit ional ly ,  Kaba ’s  team 

secured f ree col lege for  surv ivors  and 

thei r  fami l ies ,  making Chicago the f i r s t  

US c i ty  to  pay reparat ions .  Nearby in  

Evanston I l l inois ,  F i rs tRepair ,  an 

organizat ion founded and led by 

Robin Rue S immons ,  passed a  plan for  

reparat ions  for  Black res idents  who were

harmed by the c i ty ' s  hous ing pol ic ies .  

The in i t ia l  payments ,  made in  2022 ,  

represent  the f i r s t  tax  funded reparat ions  

targeted for  Black Americans in  the US.    
Image of  the Making

Reparat ions  Toolk i t ,  created by
FirstRepair

https://www.nytimes.com/1989/09/30/us/senate-would-speed-reparations-to-survivors-of-internment-camps.html?searchResultPosition=3
https://www.state.gov/reports/just-act-report-to-congress/germany/
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2018/10/30/payback
https://firstrepair.org/our-story/
https://firstrepair.org/our-story/
https://firstrepair.org/our-story/
https://firstrepair.org/our-story/
https://firstrepair.org/our-story/
https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/evanstons-first-reparations-payments-have-gone-out-heres-how-it-was-spent
https://www.bigpaybackmovie.com/
https://www.bigpaybackmovie.com/
https://www.bigpaybackmovie.com/
https://www.flipsnack.com/ADDADD88B7A/the-big-payback-making-reparations-toolkit/full-view.html
https://www.flipsnack.com/ADDADD88B7A/the-big-payback-making-reparations-toolkit/full-view.html


Image of  the Jubi lee  March poster  for
Juneteenth 2023 ,  hosted by  NCC

On the nat ional  level ,

groups l ike  the Nat ional

Counci l  o f  Churches  (NCC)

and the Rel ig ious  Act ion

Center  of  Reform Judaism

are urging pres ident

Pres ident  Biden to  s ign H.R .

40 .  F i rs t  proposed by the

late  Representat ive  John

Conyers  in  1989 ,  H .R .  40

would create a  nat ional

expert  commiss ion to  study

the vest iges  of  s lavery  and

racia l  in just ice ,  and explore

reparat ions  as  a  so lut ion .  As

Paul  was  a  Chr ist ian

evangel is t ,  these groups  

and histor ica l  f igures  are  reparat ions  evangel is ts  that  demonstrate

how to embody the Bible ' s  lessons  about  car ing for  our  neighbors

through thei r  advocacy for  reparat ions .  

LIFE APPLICATION

How can our  act ions  ref lect  

our  fa i th?

How do you draw on the spi r i tual

teachings  of  Jesus ,  as  seen in  the

passages  we contemplated this  week ,

to  work towards  just ice  in  your

community?

How do we preach the Gospel  with

act ions?  What  does  our  fa i th  cal l  us

to  do in  th is  movement?

How would we become reparat ions

evangel is ts  and get  other  people

engaged in  learning about ,  and

advocat ing for ,  reparat ions?  

1 .

2 .

3 .

Image of  the Reparat ions  Now
Toolk i t ,  created by  The

Movement for  Black L ives

https://nationalcouncilofchurches.us/anti-racism-resources/reparations/
https://reparations4slavery.com/hr-40-the-national-reparations-movement/
https://www.flipsnack.com/ADDADD88B7A/the-big-payback-making-reparations-toolkit/full-view.html
https://m4bl.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Reparations-Now-Toolkit-FINAL.pdf


FURTHER STUDY

400 Years  of  Inequal i ty  T imel ine and f ree

Open Onl ine Course with s ix  modules  

Memory ,  History ,  and the Ethics  of

Reparat ions  webinar  by  Terrence L .  Johnson

An Histor ica l  T imel ine of  Reparat ions

Payments  Made From 1783 through 2023 by

the United States  Government ,  States ,  C i t ies ,

Rel ig ious  Inst i tut ions ,  Univers i t ies ,

Corporat ions ,  and Communit ies ,  developed by

the Univers i ty  of  Massachusetts  Amherst  

A bluepr int  for  reparat ions  in  the US TED Talk

by Wi l l iam "Sandy"  Dar i ty

May the God of  peace and power ,  who br ings
back the prophets  of  o ld  to  accompany us  on our
journeys  today ,  make us  a l l  complete  in
everything good so that  we may do God's  wi l l .
May we l ive  out  the rest  of  our  days  to  see
farther ,  love  deeper ,  and celebrate  more
beauti ful ly .  May we never ,  never ,  never  turn away
from terr ible  in just ice  but  f ight  unt i l  our  very
last  breath for  equal i ty ,  f reedom and just ice  for
al l .  Amen (L iz  Theoharr is )

http://www.400yearsofinequality.org/400-years-timeline.html
http://www.400yearsofinequality.org/400-years-timeline.html
https://reparations4slavery.com/400-years-of-inequality-timeline/
http://www.400yearsofinequality.org/online-course1.html
https://hds.harvard.edu/news/2023/3/7/video-memory-history-and-ethics-reparations
https://guides.library.umass.edu/reparations
https://www.ted.com/talks/william_sandy_darity_a_blueprint_for_reparations_in_the_us


This  week we wi l l  rev is i t  Jesus ' s  Beat i tudes  and explore  how these

famous l ines  apply  to  the movement for  reparat ions .  Jesus  i s  at

the beginning of  h is  t ravels  with his  d isc iples  when he sees  a

large                       c rowd gathered.  He teaches  these lessons                  

o f                                  Chr ist ianity  to  expla in  the fundamental

and                                 core  tenets  of  the His  Gospel  of                               

                                        Sa lvat ion ,  the Good New.  The Sermon

on the                                   Mount  br ings  spi r i tual  guidance to

bear                                          on socia l  i ssues  l ike  hunger  and

                                                  peace .  Jesus  takes  the s ide of  

                                                    those who have been cheated 

                                                     and persecuted to  procla im   

                                                     that  His  Father  in  Heaven does

                                                     not  abide by  or  favor  the

                                                     current  status  quo.  The 

                                                  Beat i tudes  are  a  powerful  

                                               sp i r i tual  resource to  help us  

                                              imagine a  fa i r  soc ia l  order .  In  our  

                                             f inal  week ,  we wi l l  explore  ways  we

can personal ly  work toward bending the arc  of  the moral  universe

WEEK 6
 TOPIC OF STUDY

Moral  imaginat ion and bending the arc  toward

reparat ive  just ice  

SUGGESTED PREWORK

Letter  f rom Birmingham Jai l ,  1963 by  Rev .  Dr .

Mart in  Luther  King Jr .   

https://www.csuchico.edu/iege/_assets/documents/susi-letter-from-birmingham-jail.pdf


GUIDING QUESTIONS

How does Jesus  chal lenge the socia l  order  in  the  

Beat i tudes  and who does  He bless?  

What  va lues  does  Jesus

upl i f t  across  the Sermon 

on the Mount?  

1  When Jesus  saw the crowds ,  he went  up the mountain ,  and after

he sat  down,  h is  d isc iples  came to h im.  2  And he began to  speak

and taught  them,  say ing :

3  “B lessed are  the poor  in  spi r i t ,  for  thei rs  i s  the k ingdom of

heaven.

4  “Blessed are  those who mourn ,  for  they wi l l  be comforted .

5  “Blessed are  the meek ,  for  they wi l l  inher i t  the earth .

6  “Blessed are  those who hunger  and thi rst  for  r ighteousness ,  for

they wi l l  be f i l led .

7  “B lessed are  the merci fu l ,  for  they wi l l  receive  mercy .

8  “Blessed are  the pure in  heart ,  for  they wi l l  see God.

9  “Blessed are  the peacemakers ,  for  they wi l l  be cal led chi ldren of

God.

10 “Blessed are  those who are  persecuted for  the sake of

r ighteousness ,  for  thei rs  i s  the k ingdom of  heaven.

BIBLE PASSAGE

The Beat i tudes

Matthew 5 : 1 - 10 (NRSV)



WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? 

Jesus  bless ing those who are  at  the bottom of

the status  quo shows that  the socia l  order  needs

to be repai red .

The Sermon on the Mount  i s  a  church favor i te  that  reminds us  of

our  Chr ist ian duty  to  feed the hungry  and c lothe the poor .

However ,  what  i f  th is  wel l -known chapter  i s  say ing something

more about  the socia l  order  that  does  not  g ive  mercy ,  comfort

those who are  mourning ,  or  pra ise  those who pursue

r ighteousness?  In  other  words ,  each verse  speaks  to  an in just ice

in  the socia l  order  that  Jesus  seeks  to  chal lenge through the

Gospel .  To  chal lenge the socia l  order ,  Jesus  preaches  that  the

Kingdom of  Heaven belongs to  the poor  and the peacemakers ,

the very  people  being persecuted.  This  proclamat ion then makes

the persecut ion of  peacemakers  and those who f ight  for

r ighteousness  a  t ransgress ion against  God.  By  bless ing those at

the bottom of  the socia l  order  Jesus  quest ions  the order  i tse l f .  I f  



the Kingdom belongs to  those with a  pure heart  and those who are

poor ,  what  does  i t  say  about  a  status  quo that  oppresses  those

folks?  In  other  words ,  Jesus ' s  b less ings  say  just  as  much about  the

Kingdom of  Heaven as  they do about  our  responsibi l i ty  as

Chr ist ians  to  amend and repai r  the socia l  order .  He i s  preaching

that  the status  quo,  that  those who show mercy  or  seek

r ighteousness ,  needs to  be t ransformed so that  r ighteousness  and

mercy become the norms.  

Jesus  g ives  theological  backing to  di rect  serv ices  and broad-based

organiz ing that  seeks  to  br ing about  r ighteousness  and just ice  in

the wor ld .  A  pure heart  i s  c losely  inter l inked with and

interdependent  on the bless ing of  the poor  and r ighteousness .

Jesus  blesses  those who mourn ,  so  when we mourn the rac ia l

in just ice  in  the United States  and the sto len labor  that

necess i tates  reparat ions ,  we must  remember  that  Jesus  blesses  our

mourning and those who,  deep in  thei r  mourning ,  hunger  for

r ighteousness  -  a  repai r  f rom this  harm.

In  the Beat i tudes  in  the Sermon on the Pla in ,  which we

can f ind in  the Gospel  according to  Luke (Lk .  6 :20-26) ,

Jesus  of fers  b less ings  and  woes .  The woes further

demonstrate  Jesus ' s  concern for  those marginal ized by

society  and His  ca l l  that ,  those with pr iv i lege ,  address

societa l  harms.  

24  “But  woe to  you who are  r ich ,

       for  you have received your  consolat ion .

25  “Woe to  you who are  fu l l  now,

       for  you wi l l  be hungry .

     “Woe to  you who are  laughing now,

       for  you wi l l  mourn and weep.



Many groups around the country  are  apply ing Jesus ' s  spi r i t  o f

reparat ive  just ice  to  pursue reparat ions  in  thei r  local  communit ies .

For  example ,  a  group in  South Memphis  led by  Marquita  Bradshaw

and Frank Johnson is  advocat ing for  reparat ions  for  the

envi ronmental  harm caused by a  tox ic  landf i l l  that  caused deadly

i l lnesses  and other  s icknesses  in  thei r  community .  Res idents  in

South Memphis  have been organiz ing for  accountabi l i ty  and

reparat ions  f rom the government s ince the landf i l l  i s  an Army

Defense Depot .  

Fa i th  had played a  major  ro le  in  th is  local  campaign for

reparat ions .  Marquita ’ s  mother ,  Dor is  Bradshaw,  formed the

Defense Depot  Memphis ,  Tennessee Concerned Cit izens ’

Committee (DDMT-CCC) .  At  the top of  

thei r  pr inted newsletter ,  they  inscr ibed a  

verse  f rom the Gospel  of  John:  “and you 

wi l l  know the t ruth ,  and the t ruth wi l l  

make you f ree . ”  This  Bible  verse  

represents  DDMT-CCC’s  miss ion of  

informing res idents  about  the tox ins  and 

holding the Depot  accountable  for  

hazardous pol lut ion .  They l inked f reedom 

with a  healthy ,  safe  community  f ree f rom 

envi ronmental  rac ism.  Here organizers  

are  drawing on the Gospel  to  pursue

 t ruth and reparat ions .  The 

current  plan for  reparat ions  

targets  the $35 mi l l ion that  the 

Defense Depot  i s  se l l ing for  and 

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE

Now that  we have studied what  the Bible

teaches about  Reparat ions ,  let  us  learn about

and get  connected to  groups pursuing

reparat ions  today .

https://www.fox13memphis.com/health/fox13-investigates-south-memphis-residents-say-old-defense-depot-is-making-them-sick/article_0f4e61ba-a6d2-11ed-ab5e-4fdb878a97c8.html
https://themargin.us/features/we-glow-in-the-dark
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/TSP/PHA/PHAHTMLDisplay.aspx?docid=1364&pg=1
https://muse-jhu-edu.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/pub/208/edited_volume/chapter/3092896
https://muse-jhu-edu.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/pub/208/edited_volume/chapter/3092896
https://muse-jhu-edu.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/pub/208/edited_volume/chapter/3092896


proposes  a  deta i led investment  plan of  the $35 mi l l ion returning

to the community  that  was  harmed by i t .  

Inspi red by the Scr ipture  and the examples  of  fo lks  organiz ing for

reparat ions ,  we can now turn to  these tools  to  take act ion

col lect ive ly .  I t  i s  important  to  h ighl ight  how both re l ig ious  and

non-re l ig ious  groups are  current ly  enact ing reparat ions .  In  2019 ,

Pr inceton Theological  Seminary  committed $26 .7  mi l l ion to

reparat ions  to  atone for  the ways  Pr inceton Univers i ty  prof i ted

from s lavery .  Jewish groups have a lso  organized for  reparat ions .

The Beth Emet Free Synagogue in  Evanston I l l inois  i s  a  proud

donor  to  and support  of  the Evanston Reparat ions  Community

Fund (ERCF)  and the Jewish Community  of  Amherst  (JCA)

organized the "Stolen Beam" ser ies  to  explore  reparat ions  and

ass ist  with local  e f forts  for  reparat ive  just ice .  

In  addit ion to  looking into groups in  your  local  community

engaging in  reparat ions  work ,  i t  i s  helpful  to  get  connected with

coal i t ions  as  wel l .  Named in  honor  of  Dr .  K ing ,   Why We Can ' t  Wait

i s  a   coal i t ion of  hundreds of  socia l  just ice  organizat ions ,  schools ,

and congregat ions  working towards  reparat ions .  For  more

resources ,  see the f inal  pages  with resources  f rom the NCC.

Mot ivated by Bibl ica l  teachings  and supported by many ex ist ing

groups working on reparat ions ,  we can jo in  th is  broad movement

for  repai r  and just ice .

As  a  congregat ion ,  we can s ign this  Reparat ionist  P ledge of

Accountabi l i ty  to  "approach reparat ions  as  a  spi r i tual  and heal ing

journey"  among other  commitments  such as  drawing on love as  an

advocacy tool  for  educat ion and organiz ing .  

https://www.fox13memphis.com/health/fox13-investigates-south-memphis-residents-say-old-defense-depot-is-making-them-sick/article_0f4e61ba-a6d2-11ed-ab5e-4fdb878a97c8.html
https://bethemet.org/
https://www.gazettenet.com/Guest-columnists-Devorah-Jacobson-and-Jeff-Gold-41890424
https://reparationscomm.org/we-cant-wait-hr-40-now/
https://thetruthtellingproject.org/grc/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAMLpRsMiGgrgybEtYQoY7cTOnIH9RfiP6EvD3Kb_2m-c5kQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0


LIFE APPLICATION

Jesus  chal lenges  us  to  rethink the status  quo and

how our  col lect ive  l iberat ion i s  deeply

interconnected with those who are  h istor ica l ly

kept  at  the per ipher ies  of  society ,  pol i t ics ,  and

often re l ig ion .

What i s  Jesus  say ing about  the status  quo?  How is  reparat ions  a

tool  for  br inging us  c loser  to  the society  Jesus  envis ioned?

How do you think Jesus ' s  lessons  chal lenge prevalent  socia l

norms today?  What  does  that  mean for  our  personal  l i ves ,  and

for  our  community?  

What  sort  of  spi r i tual  resources  can we draw on as  a

congregat ion to  pursue this  wor ld that  Jesus  envis ioned? 

1 .

2 .

3 .

FURTHER STUDY

The S in of  Racism:  Blessed Are They Who Are

Persecuted for  the Sake of  Righteousness

art ic le  by  the S isters  of  Mercy

Open unto me-l ight  for  my darkness .
Open unto me-courage for  my fear .
Open unto me-hope for  my despair .
Open unto me-peace for  my turmoi l .
Open unto me-joy  for  my sorrow.
Open unto me-strength for  my weakness .
Open unto me-wisdom for  my confusion.
Open unto me-forgiveness  for  my s ins .
Open unto me-love for  my hates .
Open unto me-thy Sel f  for  my sel f .
Lord ,  Lord ,  open unto me.  Amen.  (Howard Thurman)

https://www.sistersofmercy.org/righteousness-racism-sin-lent/


To get started, keeping in mind the local organizations we highlighted and the
resources they have created for local organizing, we recommend that congregations
search for already existent and or potential reparations campaigns in their
community. It could be joining a coalition working towards national reparations or it
could be a group looking to address the harm from a specific institution or local or
state government. To help with the search, please see this map of historical
injustices and reparation campaigns. 

We also encourage you to engage with other religious communities and
congregations for interfaith organizing efforts. Our national leaders provide a
powerful example of how direct action can make a big impact. Together, the
National Council of Churches (NCC) and the Religious Action Center of Reform
Judaism envision a public interfaith demonstration to celebrate Juneteenth Day of
Action with a march of at least 400 faith leaders, representing the recent anniversary
of 400 years of slavery and a slave-based economy in the United States. The march
will go from Malcolm X Park to Lafayette Square and advocate for the establishment
of a Presidential Commission to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for African
Americans Act. The march in Washington is open to all communities - or you can
organize a march in your own city at the Town Hall, State Capitol, and more. 

JUBILEE
JOURNEY
RESOURCES TO GET INVOLVED

Image f rom the
Afr ican American
Redress  Network

(AARN) .  Overal l ,  there
are 463 instances  of

reparat ions  and
redress  ef forts

according to  AARN’s
mapping.

https://redressnetwork.org/redress-map/
https://redressnetwork.org/redress-map/
https://redressnetwork.org/redress-map/


Once you have identified a reparations cause in your local community, or people
who you could build out a coalition with, you can take action in a myriad of
historically and religiously informed action principles. We can employ Dr. King's
principles of non-violence and moral integrity to organize large actions and protests
for reparations and write to local and national lawmakers.  We can draw on Septima
Poinsette Clark's principles of mass education campaigns to spread awareness and
knowledge about local issues and history. 

It is okay to be angry when learning about these injustices. In fact, it is a natural and
human emotion. We can channel this anger into motivation for direct action. We
can also evoke the long-time faith-based organizing principle of listening to launch
listening campaigns to learn about the issue and collectively envision what
reparative justice would look like. Collective imagination is a powerful yet often
overlooked tool and spiritual practice that draws on Biblical lessons to think about,
as a community, how reparations can come about and who we need to organize
with and reach with our message. We invite you to join us on this spiritual journey to
Jubilee. Though we know not yet the destination or the trials we will inevitably
encounter,                       we know that our Scripture calls us to begin the journey and
we know                              that - by our faith - we have the tools to continue on the
long                                        march and use the movement to give glory to God,
Amen.                                    We rejoice because we have a rich history of faith-based 
                                               organizing, of congregations reading the words of the
                                              Lord unto their current circumstance to preach and 
                                               practice the Good News. We preach the Gospel by 
                                                   looking into local movements, organizing, marching, 
                                                   and keeping the faith so that at the end of our journey 
                                                   we can say that "I have fought a good fight, I have 
                                                   finished my course, I have kept the faith"(2 Timothy 4:7) .

Image of  Sept ima Poinsette
Clark ,  the 'Mother  of  the

Movement '

A CALL TO ACTION FOR FAITH
COMMUNITIES

Attending a march,  or  hosting an event? 
Consider  using these social  media hashtags to
broaden your reach:  #ReparationsNow, #HR40,

#PassHR40,  #FaithInReparations,  and #WeCantWait

https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/clark-septima-poinsette
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/clark-septima-poinsette


Prayer is an essential part of any spiritual endeavor or any

endeavor we take as spiritual people. As we practiced above,
pray for justice and reparations.
Identify and learn about the problem and how it has been

and is affecting your community. For example, if we are seeking
reparations from unjust housing laws in the twentieth century,
we should look not only at redlining, but we should also look at
how the vestiges of slavery and Jim Crow racialize the housing
and financial markets today. We contextualize current issues in
a long line of historical injustices to give moral weight and
historical urgency to matters. 
Read, listen to, and speak to God and the Bible. Bring the
Scripture to bear on this issue like a talking book. Ask the

age-old Christian question, what would Jesus do? It is
important to remember as Rev. Cornell William Brooks teaches,
that not every religious voice is moral, and not every moral
voice is religious. Since we are coming from a faith tradition, we
need to explore how we can draw on our religious foundations
to make moral arguments in the public sphere.
Listen to people in your community who are closest to the

problem and involve them as stakeholders. Those who bear the
brunt of the problem deserve a seat at the planning and
decision-making table. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

A FEW KEY STEPS WHEN ORGANIZING
A DIRECT ACTION

Developed in  consultat ion with Let  My People

Go:  End Poverty ,  Mi l i tar i sm,  Racism,  Nat ional

Resource Guide by The People ’s  Consort ium for

Human and Civ i l  R ights  

https://www.thepeoplesconsortium.org/toolkit


d
d
d
d

Build it a diverse, multiracial, multigenerational
movement. We can learn from those who have gained
knowledge over their many years of experience and draw on
the energy and moral courage of young people.
Think about different direct action plans based on their
sacrifice and potential for change. For example, writing a
letter is low sacrifice and is usually not the sole driver of
change. Occupying a government building requires sacrifice
and planning, and typically forces lawmakers to address the
issue. Once you decide, organize stakeholders, involve the
media, and take action. 
As the Golden Rule of faith-based organizing teaches, never
do for others what they can do for themselves. We organize
with and on behalf of others, not for others. We learn from
Scripture we are all part of the Kingdom of God so we work
together in solidarity and avoid repeating the same
hierarchies Jesus preached against. 
Keep yourself spiritually, mentally, and physically sound
during the movement, and listen to signs of burnout. May we
remember what Paul wrote to the Romans, "Do not lag in
zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope; be
patient in affliction; persevere in prayer" (Romans 12:11-12).

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Whether  i t  i s  a  prayer  v ig i l ,  a  march ,  a  town hal l ,  or

a  meet ing with one of  your  representat ives ,

remember  the words  of  Queen Mother  Audley

Moore ,  the “Mother ”  of  the modern reparat ions

movement :  “Keep on.  Keep on.  We’ve got to win.”
 

Let i t  be so.  

https://www.vanityfair.com/culture/2022/10/how-audley-moore-created-a-blueprint-for-black-reparations


RESOURCES
FOR DEEPER ENGAGEMENT AND
COMMUNITY LEARNING

2023 Edward L .  Mark Lecture featur ing Cornel l

Wi l l iam Brooks  t i t led Exonerat ing History :  Mrs .

Cal l ie  G House and the Bibl ica l  Empir ica l  Case

for  Reparat ions

The Black Mani festo t imel ine and study guide

K-12  Curr iculum from the 400 Years  of

Inequal i ty  In i t i t iat ive  

WORSHIP RESOURCES

Addit ional  worship resources  f rom Arrabon,

including chord charts  and lead sheets

Sample sermons ,  both recorded and wr i t ten ,

on Reparat ions4Slavery

Prayers  for  Racia l  Just ice  and Reconci l iat ion

by the Jesuit  Resource f rom Xavier  Univers i ty

Inter fa i th  Spir i tual  and Fai th Reparat ions

Resources  by  the Grassroots  Reparat ions

Campaign,  a  program of  the Truth Tel l ing

Project

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YX5i5HctLJA
https://www.trcnyc.org/blackmanifesto/
http://www.400yearsofinequality.org/uploads/1/0/1/8/101889574/k-12_curriculum.pdf
https://arrabon.com/worship-resources/
https://reparations4slavery.com/faith-communities_designing_a_plan_of_repair/
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/prayers-for-racial-justice-and-reconciliation
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vsi5LatDKqpW5cZ5Zn-Q1K_fb-pzD5azU9jRdLQT_fs/edit


https://nationalcouncilofchurches.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/NCC-HR-40-Faith-and-Facts-FINAL.pdf


https://nationalcouncilofchurches.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/NCC-HR-40-Faith-and-Facts-FINAL.pdf


The Lord will guide you
continually and satisfy your
needs in parched places
and make your bones
strong, and you shall be like
a watered garden, like a
spring of water whose
waters never fail. Your
ancient ruins shall be
rebuilt; you shall raise up
the foundations of many
generations; you shall be
called the repairer of the
breach, the restorer of
streets to live in.

Isaiah 58: 11-12


