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Social Toolkit for Passing HR-40

HR-40, the Commission to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for African-Americans Act, will be going to the House Judiciary Committee for markup and vote on Wednesday, April 14 for the first time since it was introduced in 1989 by the late Congressman John Conyers. This bill is a necessary step on the road to reparations for African Americans living under the legacy of slavery, racial terrorism, and police brutality in the United States. As Christians we are called to repair the breach of our past sins (Isaiah 58:12), not only by asking forgiveness, but by making repayment for what was taken in the first place. African Americans are struggling today under the economic weight our collective past has unjustly placed upon them and their families, just like the descendents of once-enslaved peoples around the world. The time for reparations is now.

Biblical Justifications & Scholarly Articles
· Command to repair the breach -- Isaiah 58:12
· God demands our acknowledgement and redress of injustice -- Genesis 4:10
· Jesus’ mission statement is the basis for our faithful response --Luke 4:18-19
· Zacchaeus learns from Jesus the principal of reparatory restitution --Luke 19:8-10 
· The Biblical Case forReparations by Rev. Dr. John Thomas
· A Christian Call for Reparations by Rev. Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas
· Reparations Are Biblical by Rev. Thabiti Anyabwile
· Reparations is not only a political response, but a Christian response... by Rev. Dr. Kerry Day

WATCH the HR40 Committee briefing here: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVvv3JRCVQAl6ovogDum4hA 

The U.S. has a history of offering reparations to groups of people it has wronged. Read about Japanese Americans’ support for African American reparations, based on their own experience with receiving  reparations in the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 for the WWII Japanese internment camps: https://ibw21.org/reparations/japanese-american-redress-and-african-american-reparations-intertwined/

For more information about HR-40, see the National African American Reparations Commission’s Why We Can’t Wait campaign. 

Here's how you can engage leading up to tomorrow’s vote. We’ll be adding additional content on a rolling basis. 

· Post the following to Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram with a toolkit graphic. Or check out Human Rights Watch social media toolkit.

· WATCH history in the making: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVvv3JRCVQAl6ovogDum4hA  It’s time to follow Zaccheus’ example (Luke 19:8-10) - @JudiciaryDems #PassHR40 now. #WeCantWait #ReparationsNow

· Happening TODAY: The US Congress will bring REPARATIONS bill H.R. 40 to a committee vote for the FIRST TIME EVER!  Like Zaccheus, it’s time for the US to give reparation for what we’ve stolen from our African American brothers and sisters. (Luke 19:8-10) @JudiciaryDems #PassHR40 now. #WeCantWait #ReparationsNow

· Zaccheus knew that reparations were necessary. (Luke 19:8-10) It’s past time we did what’s right. On this historic day, we call on @JudiciaryDems to pass #HR40 now. #WeCantWait #ReparationsNow

· As people of faith, we proclaim that the US cannot wait another day to “repair the breach” of slavery and racism. (Isaiah 58:12) On this historic day, we call on @JudiciaryDems to pass #HR40 now. #WeCantWait #ReparationsNow

· We can’t undo the lives lost to systemic anti-blackness and racial terror. But we can make reparation. Isaiah 58:12 - Repair the breach! Pass #HR40 now. @JudiciaryDems #WeCantWait #ReparationsNow

· HR 40 cannot wait, when the gap between Black and white wealth is as large as it was in 1968. Isaiah 58:12 - Repair the breach! Pass #HR40 now. @JudiciaryDems #WeCantWait #ReparationsNow

· [Insert organization name] in [state if not DC] calls on @JudiciaryDems to pass #HR40. Isaiah 58:12 - Repair the breach! #WeCantWait #ReparationsNow
 
· Share one of the following stories that broke the news of the markup:
· CBS News: https://twitter.com/NikolenDC/status/1380540007316910081?s=20
· The Grio: https://thegrio.com/2021/04/10/hr-40-committee-vote-upcoming/
 
· Hashtags to consider using with these posts include #ReparationsNow, #HR40, #PassHR40, and #WeCantWait
 
· Consider following and RTing the following orgs:
· @ReparationsComms
· @NCOBRA40
· @ncccusa
· @justice_ucc
· @PCUSAWashington
· @ColorOfChange
· @MakeItPlain
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