COVID RESOURCES 2/23/21
For Churches and Covid Testing/Vaccination Outreach
We are hearing from many of our faith and community partners that they are willing and even eager to host future vaccine programs. Please keep in mind that vaccine distribution is facilitated locally and that community leaders need to connect with their local health dept., vaccine provider, or Community Health Center to discover the most helpful role their organization can play in COVID prevention and vaccine efforts. 
 
Read about the synagogue in North Carolina that proactively reached out to their local provider and county health authorities to explore the possibility of using their building and congregational resources to operate a neighborhood-based vaccination site. 
Covid News
· Health Center COVID-19 Vaccine Program will complement existing efforts to ensure equitable and effective access by providing an additional vaccine supply directly (and incrementally) to targeted HRSA-funded health centers.  
· The COVID Data Tracker Weekly Review presents surveillance trends at the regional, state, or county levels. 
· Hospitalization and Death by Race/Ethnicity – Race and ethnicity are risk markers for other underlying conditions that affect health including socioeconomic status, access to health care, and exposure to the virus related to occupation, e.g., frontline, essential, and critical infrastructure workers.
· US COVID-19 Cases Caused by Variants – CDC is closely monitoring mutations in the virus genome that alter the characteristics and cause the virus to act differently in ways that are significant to public health.  It’s important to understand that genetic mutations are expected, and some variants can spread and become predominant while others subside.
*See also: NIH Experts Discuss SARS-CoV-2 Viral Variants  


MINISTRY AND MISSION GRANT FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Veteran Care
· Stand Down Grants - Provides funding for events that offer homeless veteran populations a variety of social services designed to help them to reintegrate into their communities, such as housing, healthcare, and employment opportunities. Closing date: up until Dec. 31, 2021.

Community Development
· Rural Community Development Initiative (RCDI) - Funding to help nonprofit housing and community development intermediary organizations support housing, community facilities, and community and economic development projects in rural areas. Closing date: March 22, 2021.
· 2021 POWER (Partnerships for Opportunity and Workforce and Economic Revitalization) Initiative - Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) is seeking proposals that will diversify economies in communities and regions affected by job losses in coal mining, coal power plant operations, and coal-related supply chain industries due to the changing economics of America’s energy production. Closing dates: Required Letters of Intent due Mar. 5, 2021, Final app. due April 16, 2021.

Mental Health and Addiction Ministries
· Mentoring for Youth Affected by the Opioid Crisis and Drug Addiction - This program supports the implementation and delivery of mentoring services to youth who are currently abusing or addicted to drugs, youth at risk for abusing drugs, and youth with family members who are currently abusing or addicted to drugs. Closing date: March 16, 2021. 
· Rural Communities Opioid Response Program – Implementation (RCORP) - The Rural Communities Opioid Response Program (RCORP) is a multi-year initiative aimed at reducing the morbidity and mortality of substance use disorder (SUD), including opioid use disorder (OUD), in high risk rural communities. This notice announces the opportunity to apply for funding under RCORP-Implementation. Closing date: March 12, 2021.
· Rural Health and Safety Education Competitive Grants Program (RHSE) - Funds community-based outreach, education, and extension programs at land-grant colleges and universities that provide individuals and families in rural areas with information on health, wellness, and prevention. Closing date: April 29, 2021.

Maternal Health Ministry
· Emerging Issues in Maternal and Child Health - The purpose of this program is to strengthen the capacities of state- and/or local-level organizations to respond to emerging public health issues affecting maternal and child health (MCH) populations. Closing date: April 9, 2021.

Domestic Violence/Trafficking Ministries
· Rural Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, and Stalking Assistance Program - Grants for projects designed to address and prevent sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking in rural communities. Closing date: March 12, 2021.
· Preventing Trafficking of Girls - This solicitation from the Office of Violent Crimes (OVC) provides funding for organizations to support prevention and early intervention programs for girls who are at-risk of, or are victims of, sex trafficking. Closing Date: March 15, 2021.
· Training and Services to End Violence Against Women with Disabilities - Grants to support multidisciplinary collaborative teams that offer services and support to individuals with disabilities and deaf individuals who have been victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking.  Closing date: March 25, 2021.
· Mary Kay Domestic Violence Shelter Grant Program - Grants to support domestic violence shelters. The Foundation will award a grant to at least one domestic violence shelter in every state that applies, and many grants have gone to rural areas.  Closing date: April 30, 2021.





